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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

Send letters to the editor on this editorial or any other topic to letters@lansingcitypulse.com. 
Please limit them to 250 words

City Market shuffle
Last week Mayor Andy Schor announced 

his intent to open up a new chapter in the 
storied history of the Lansing City Market. 
Only it won’t be a farmers market. Schor and 
the city’s development partner, Detroit Rising 
Development, aim to transform the vacant 
structure on the downtown riverfront into a 
shuffleboard social club with food vendors, a 
bar and other community-oriented activities.

The plan was initially met with reactions 
ranging from guffaws and skepticism to curi-
osity and excitement. Shuffleboard? Really? 
Long viewed as a popular recreational pas-
time at Florida retirement communities, shuf-
fleboard is evidently gaining traction with an 
entirely new and much younger demographic. 
St. Petersburg, Florida, is home to an historic 
shuffleboard club that reportedly attracts 
people of all ages, including trendy hipsters 
and young families. In recent years shuffle-
board clubs have opened in New York City 
and Chicago, the latter featuring rotating food 
trucks and bars serving tropical-themed adult 
beverages. Shuffleboard, it seems, is actually a thing.

It’s an intriguing concept that could well be a good 
fit for Lansing’s moribund former city market building. 
As described by the city and developers, the combi-
nation of family-friendly recreation, food and alcohol 
may well be the highest and best use for the property. 
It has a good chance to draw more people to the 
downtown riverfront and even create a community of 
sorts for a new generation of shuffleboard aficionados.

A potential sticking point for the deal is found in the 
terms Mayor Schor negotiated with the developers. 
Under the agreement, which the City Council will be 
asked to approve or reject, the city’s annual rental 
income will start out at just $24,000 per year, potentially 
increasing to $64,000 annually when the deal is fully real-
ized 40 years down the road. By comparison, the now 
defunct Waterfront Bar & Grill paid the city more than 
$70,000 annually for less than half of the 11,000-square-
foot building. Lansing officials say the deal will actually 
save the city money by eliminating the need to subsidize 
the facility to the tune of $80,000 a year. The agreement 
also references the developers’ intent to seek a brown-
field incentive, which may raise a few hackles when the 
Council takes up the matter. 

The city will also allocate 25 parking spaces to 
the facility with additional spaces available for a fee. 

Convenient parking near the former city market building 
has always been a sticky wicket for city planners and 
customers. When it is financially feasible, we think it 
makes sense to build a single-level parking deck on top 
of one or both of the surface lots immediately behind 
the Lansing Center. A parking deck would provide hun-
dreds of covered spaces that would benefit not only the 
new shuffleboard venture, but also the wildly popular 
riverfront kayaking business and other amenities in the 
newly enhanced Rotary Park. To tie it all together, the city 
should reengineer the landscape and walkways between 
the front entrance of the market building, the Lansing 
Center and the riverbank for ease of access and walk-
ability.

We won’t belabor the convoluted and controversial 
history of the Lansing City Market. Our focus is looking 
forward, but in our hearts we would still support a plan 
to return the facility to its historic roots as a farmers 
market. We acknowledge the unavoidable reality that 
such a venture would require a substantial subsidy 

from the city to make it work, which is unlikely 
in light of the looming decimation of the city 
budget due to the COVID pandemic. While it’s 
not a new idea, we still believe the city could 
further enhance the downtown riverfront — 
and scratch the itch of those who want to see 
a farmers market in the heart of the city — by 
hosting outdoor farmers markets fashioned 
after the successful events held twice each 
summer on the grounds of the State Capitol. 
The riverfront promenade, the City Market pla-
za and the outdoor concourse adjacent to the 
Lansing Center could easily be transformed 
into a farmers market.

It still confounds us that Michigan’s cap-
ital city has been incapable of creating and 
sustaining a viable farmers market in the 
downtown core. Old-timers point nostalgically 
to the historic City Market that thrived during 
the downtown’s heyday in the ‘50s and ‘60s. 
Yet the market for fresh produce was changing 
long before the old market building was final-
ly demolished, thanks to the rise of big box 

retailers with vast produce sections and the proliferation 
of neighborhood farm markets that serve the same fresh 
produce-seeking customer base. Add to the mix the 
uncomfortable truth that no one — neither the city nor 
the market’s former vendors — made a serious commit-
ment to making it work. The new structure failed as a 
farmers market because it was more of the same, just in 
fancier digs.

The rule for successful urban farmers markets 
appears to be go big or go home. In Flint, more than 
$30 million in public and private investment was poured 
into a Health and Wellness Corridor that included 
40,000 square feet for the Flint Farmers’ Market and an 
additional 30,000 square feet of warehouse space. The 
warehouse alone is three times larger than the Lansing 
City Market building. The Flint market also features 
more than 50 vendors offering barbeque, sushi, choc-
olate and more. The operating costs for the market are 
heavily subsidized, including a $150,000 annual contri-
bution from the Mott Foundation.

Sadly, we think the opportunity to build and sustain 
an urban city market in Lansing comparable to the 
one in Flint has passed. Based on what we know thus 
far, we’re happy to embrace the shuffleboard social 
club concept as the next best idea and encourage City 
Council to approve the deal.

The CP Edit
Opinion



6	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 City Pulse • September 16, 2020

On Nov. 3 voters in Eaton County will choose 
between Sheriff Tom Reich, a two-term incum-
bent, and former state Sen. Rick Jones, who 
was sheriff for four years before being elected 
to the state Legislature. Each has more than 
three decades of experience in law enforce-
ment. They sat down on Zoom together for 
a debate moderated by City Pulse editor and 
publisher Berl Schwartz, which is available at 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.

Reich, a Democrat, and Jones, a 
Republican, both declined to say 
whom they support for president — 
a sidestep nod to the purpleness of 

Eaton County, which Donald Trump carried in 
2016 yet seven of its eight commissioners are 
Democrats.

Here are their opening statements from their 
Zoom debate, when Jones went first:

Rick Jones
I’m a career cop. I started at 21 years old 

as a deputy, and I held every position to 
the Sheriff ’s Department, including the jail 
administrator before I finally became sheriff. 
Why am I running? Many reasons. I’ve seen 
things going wrong at Eaton County Sheriff ’s 
Department and I’d like to see changes. For 
example, we had a deputy who was on a rou-
tine traffic stop who snapped. He lost his tem-
per. He brutally, brutally assaulted a citizen, 
grabbing him by the neck and the head, made 
an arrest, through him in jail, wrote a false 
police report. And why was the citizen exoner-
ated? Only because he left a cell phone record-
ing on the dash and it showed that he didn’t 
do a thing, not a thing. The deputy simply 
snapped. So, what happened? The sheriff called 
him in, he was allowed to resign, but he never 
sent a report to the prosecutor.

I have confirmed this. He never requested 
criminal action against the deputy. And there 
should have been, because he let him resign. 
He then went to another department. Sheriff 
Reich did not send a video to the new employ-
er. And he had further assaulted behavior at 
the other department. Sheriff Reich had a 
deputy accused of rape, a horrible crime. What 
should have occurred is he should have imme-
diately been put on administrative leave until it 
was determined that he was innocent or guilty.

This didn’t happen. That’s not normal police 
procedure. And he had a deputy who was 
addicted to opiates, very serious. He knew 
about this and he told the media, “Yeah, I knew 
about it for about four months.” Why wasn’t he 
taken off the road? Why was he left on the road 
with a gun and a badge? Why wasn’t he imme-
diately called in and said, “You have a problem, 
and we’d like you to take a drug test, and we 
will put you in rehab, but we’re not going to 

leave you out on the road with an addiction.” 
That didn’t happen. I’m urging you to make a 
change this November, return Rick Jones as 
your sheriff.

Tom Reich
In 2012, I was voted in as sheriff of Eaton 

County. I was reelected in 2016 as the sheriff 
of Eaton County. Throughout my eight years 
career as sheriff, we’ve done many things. Prior 
to me being sheriff, I was 25 years old and 
I retired out of the Ingham County Sheriff ’s 
Department, where I held every position up to 
Detective Lieutenant. From there, I worked for 
the state of Michigan for 12 years as a direc-
tor for Bureau of State Lottery. Then I ran for 
sheriff, because I’d seen all the problems that 
Eaton County had, and I wanted to make a 
difference. So, from there, I ran in and, like I 
said, for eight years, I’ve done a lot of things 
here in Eaton County that are good.

I don’t have the time to touch base on the 
false information Mr. Jones is saying. I urge 
people to go to my Facebook to look at my 
Fact Check Fridays, where I have already put 
in there the facts of these cases that Mr. Jones 
is referring to on these deputies. It’s pretty 
dangerous going to those accusations when 
he doesn’t have the facts, he does not have the 
facts. There’s a lot of things that go into play 
in that. But in my 33 years of law enforcement 
experience, I’ve done a lot of accomplishments. 
Mandatory deescalation training for all of our 
deputies since 2015. I later mandated every 
deputy receive additional training in escalation 
prevention and deescalation training. I’ve man-
dated a separate course on fair and impartial 
policing. Since I implemented these programs 
long before the current world events and recent 
government mandates, my deputies are now 
leaders in using their knowledge and commu-
nication skills, we have had much success in 

preventing the escalation 
of situations and deesca-
lation of events on a daily 
basis.

I’ve mandated every 
deputy wear body-worn 
cameras since 2015. I 
mandated autism train-
ing. I have mandated cul-
tural diversity training. 
In 2017, Eaton County’s 
Sheriff ’s Department 
was instrumental in 
the development of our 
Lansing Region Crisis 
Intervention Team 
Training.

I’d also like to point 
out, with all the prog-
ress that Eaton County 

Sheriff ’s Office have made and the changes 
I’ve made for the good of the people of Eaton 
County, I have been selected the Michigan 
Sheriff of the Year by the Michigan Sheriff ’s 
Association.

Both candidates were asked if they think sys-
temic racism is a problem in policing today or 
if it’s just “bad apples” causing the probems?

Jones: Well, I can tell you that I have seen 
some horrible examples in the media. Kneeling 
on a man’s neck, I was taught not to do that in 
the ‘70s. It’s simply something that’s not done. 
I think we have a few bad apples out there that 
need to be removed. I think the vast majority 
of the police officers want to serve and protect 
and, unfortunately, they need the proper lead-
ership to make sure that’s what they’re doing.

Reich: I have recognized that every depart-
ment goes through a issue with a bad deputy 
or police officer. Eaton County was one of 
them. We’ve had some bad deputies that I have 
removed from that position. Other depart-
ments have had the same thing, whether it’s 
racial or not, sure, there are some deputies and 
I’m sure some officers that are racist. What 
we’ve seen with this police officer putting his 
knee on someone’s neck and eventually killing 
this individual was horrific, and that person 
should be charged with murder. This racial 
thing, it kind of hits home to me. I have two 
granddaughters who are biracial and it sad-
dens me what they go through weekly, whether 
they’re in school or not. I want my deputies to 
be treated and treat others the same as I want 
my grandbabies to be treated.

Yes, there needs to be more cultural diversity 
training. I want new programs developed by 
the experts where we can implement those at 
the Eaton County Sheriff ’s Office. So, I look 
forward to these changes in the next four years.

Jones Reich

OPINION

Reich, Jones square off in Eaton Co. sheriff’s race
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OF THE WEEK
C

“Eye Candy of the Week” is our look at some 
of the nicer properties in Lansing. It rotates each 
with Eyesore of the Week. If  you have a suggestion, 
please e-mail eye@lansingcitypulse.com or call Berl 
Schwartz at 999-5061.

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

By KYLE KAMINSKI

H&H Mobil
1500 Haslett Road

East Lansing

This month’s Eye Candy is 
H&H Mobil at the corner of 
Hagadorn and Haslett roads in 
East Lansing. It is part of the 
marvelous mundane — build-
ings that transcend their utility 
to also be pleasing to the eye. 
H&H Mobil achieves this by fit-
ting itself into its residential sur-
roundings. The tidy little brick 
building houses a convenience 
store, or “snack shop,” and is off-
set by a full-service garage for 
auto repair. The property owners 
plant flowers in the spring, hang 
an oversized evergreen wreath in 
the winter, and wrap the trees 
along Haslett Road with twin-
kle lights. What truly sets the 
building apart is its architecture, 
particularly its cupola (the small 
white tower on the roof seen 
in the photo). Cupolas typical-
ly have three parts, as this one 
does: a base, vents or louvers, 
and the cap. Some historians 
trace the origins of the cupola to 
the eighth century; they became 
popular in the United States in 
the 1800s. At that time, one of 
the primary purposes was to add 
ventilation to the barn or car-
riage house. This look was adopt-
ed in the 1960s for gas stations in 
residential areas, distinguishing 
them from the futuristic styles 
that were seen alongside high-
ways.
—	 CARRIE SAMPSON

 

OF THE WEEK
C

Shuffleboard in store for City Market 
A lease agreement pending between the city of 

Lansing and the Detroit Rising Development Group aims 
to transform the old Lansing City Market Building into the 
Lansing Shuffleboard and Social Club by 2022, Lansing 
Mayor Andy Schor announced. Plans include six or more 
food vendors, a bar, live entertainment and community 
space. The developer will pay a maximum of $24,000 a 
year, far less than the last tenant, Waterfront Bar & Grill, 
paid ($72,000 annually) for a third of the space, but the 
city said it’s justified by an $80,000 a year savings in 
maintenance that the developer will take over. Portions 
of the $3.2 million development costs would be fund-
ed with tax-increment financing through a Brownfield 
Redevelopment plan. City Council must approve.

COVID-19 cases skyrocket in East 
Lansing

Officials at the Ingham County Health Department are 
still scrambling to control a recent spike in COVID-19 
cases tied largely to ongo-
ing house parties near 
Michigan State University. 
(See story, P. 8). As of this 
week, more than 550 cases 
have been tied to students 
living near campus in East 
Lansing.The recent uptick 
means Ingham County 
is now tracking the high-
est daily case rate in Michigan, and it’s getting worse. 
Ingham County Health Office Linda Vail tallied 980 cases 
in Ingham County — including more than 550 at MSU — 
since Sept. 1. That’s almost 40% of the cases detected 
since March in just two weeks. At MSU, more than 15% 
of all tests processed in the last two weeks have been 
positive. In total, Michigan has had more than 112,000 
COVID-19 cases and 6,600 deaths, including more than 
3,600 cases and 66 deaths in Greater Lansing.

Lansing taxpayers face extra
$12M in assessments 

The Lansing City Council 
moved closer this week to 
issuing $12 million in tax 
assessments to residents 
as soon as this winter to 
cover about two-thirds the 
cost of the Ingham County 
drain commissioner’s $34.8 
million Montgomery Drain 
reconstruction project. About half of Lansing’s share of 
the regional project is set to be covered by every taxpay-
ing property owner in the city. Those near the project will 
pay the other half, plus the citywide tax. That equates to 
an average cost over 30 years of $6,681 for residential 
properties without parking lots and $243,445 for com-
mercial properties. It also means the average taxpaying 
property owner would pay an added .26 mills on their 
winter property taxes — more if near the project. A public 
hearing is scheduled Oct. 12. 

Guns are still allowed at Capitol 
A board that oversees 

Michigan’s Capitol building 
on Monday put off making a 
final decision about whether 
to ban guns there, more than 
four months after armed pro-
testers opposed to the governor’s coronavirus shut-
downs entered the building. The Michigan State Capitol 
Commission voted against two motions to ban all long 
guns and open carry of any gun. Commissioners want to 
meet with lawmakers to discuss funding for enforcement 
before making a final decision. Law enforcement could 
still carry weapons. 

City Rescue Mission exanding
Additional space could 

be available soon for those 
struggling with homeless-
ness as the City Rescue 
Mission of Lansing charts 
expansion along the 600 
block of Michigan Avenue. 
Officials told City Pulse 
last week about plans to 
expand the mission’s existing men’s shelter into the two 
buildings to the west, across the street from the Capital 
City Market grocery store, hotel and apartments under 
construction in Lansing’s Stadium District. The Rescue 
Mission purchased a vacant law office at 605 E. Michigan 
Ave. (and the empty loft apartments above it) last month. 
Plans continue to buy a vacant commercial building at 
603 E. Michigan. Renovations could take a few years. 
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A recent spike in COVID-19 cas-
es tied almost exclusively to parties 
near Michigan State University has 
forced local health officials into cri-
sis mode as Ingham County quickly 
becomes the top coronavirus hotspot 
in Michigan, according to data tracked 
by state officials.

“It’s a crisis at this point. We were 
tracking some of the best numbers in 
the state. Now, we have the worst,” said 
Ingham County Health Officer Linda 
Vail. “This is the biggest spike we’ve 
seen. If you look at the charts, it’s like 
nothing even happened in March, 
April or May. It’s just astonishing, just 
startling.”

Since March, Ingham County has 
edged down its average caseload to sev-
en or eight new COVID-19 cases each 
day — a standardized rate of about 25 
daily cases per million residents. Over 
the last two weeks, however, that rate 
has skyrocketed eightfold to about 
200 daily cases per million residents 
— a new two-week countywide average 
of about 60 new cases per day.

The recent uptick, which Vail said is 
largely attributed to off-campus par-
ties in East Lansing, means Ingham 
County, as of last week, is now tracking 
the highest daily case rate in Michigan.

It’s also getting worse. Vail tal-
lied 980 cases in Ingham County — 
including more than 550 now at MSU 
— since Sept. 1. That’s almost 40% of 
the cases detected since March in just 
two weeks. And on campus, more than 
15% of tests in the last two weeks have 
come back positive. 

“I don’t have the words to describe 
the severity of what’s happening right 
now,” Vail added. 

“This trend has been going up for 
weeks, but I would not have predicted 
it would be this bad.”

So how did we get here?
About two weeks before the fall 

semester, MSU officials followed suit 
with other universities nationwide and 
announced a shift to virtual instruc-
tion — shuttering most residential 
halls and discouraging more than 
10,000 of its students from coming 
back to East Lansing this fall. 

But for most students, the news 
arrived far too late to make much of 
a difference. 

Vail said most students have been 

trapped in long-term lease agreements 
for months, leaving them little if no 
opportunity to find other arrange-
ments should they want to leave the 
city. Others simply wanted to stay 
in East Lansing. Collegetown is still 
Collegetown, even without college. 

The expectation of house parties — 
and the actual parties that followed in 
recent weeks — triggered several pre-
ventative measures from both Ingham 
County and the city of East Lansing. 

Outdoor gatherings were restricted 
to 25 people across most of the city. 
Indoor gatherings, though much more 
difficult to detect, were limited to 10 
people. Face masks were also mandat-

ed both indoors and out across MSU’s 
campus and much of downtown East 
Lansing.

The Ingham County Board of 
Commissioners also recently pushed 
forward a resolution that would ramp 
up civil fines to up to $1,000 for vio-
lations of pandemic-related health 
department orders — including 
restrictions on indoor and outdoor 
gatherings and face mask require-
ments. 

Still, cases climbed even as stu-
dents pushed their parties onto lawns, 
porches and patios. 

Over last weekend and 300 cases 
later, Vail issued a “strong recommen-

dation” that all MSU students living 
near campus immediately quarantine 
themselves to contain community 
spread.

That recommendation remains in 
effect through Sept. 26. And while not 
an emergency order, Vail had warned 
that more stringent and mandatory 
restrictions could be en route. MSU 
officials are also weighing suspensions 
for several allegedly rule-breaking stu-
dents.

“None of it is perfect. We know that. 
We just keep putting in additional 
measures on top of additional mea-
sures. If those don’t work, we’ll do 
more,” Vail said. “It’s like OK: What do 
we do next? We’re starting to run out 
of tools in the toolbox. What we need 
is some real cooperation.”

By Monday, those enhanced restric-
tions couldn’t wait. Mandatory quar-
antines were necessary. 

Several dozen people living in 28 
large rental homes across East Lansing 
— including 21 fraternity and sorority 
houses — must now remain in quaran-
tine through Sept. 28, Vail said. Each of 
them involves a confirmed COVID-19 
case or viral exposure among those liv-
ing inside. 

“We were doing so well. Our cases 
were low. This has to stop,” Vail added. 
“It’s going to put the entire communi-
ty at risk. These students might think 
they’re just infecting each other, but 
eventually it leaves that circle, starts to 
spread and soon the entire community 
feels an impact.”

During quarantine, guests cannot 
enter those homes unless providing 
an essential service. Residents must 
also remain inside unless working an 
essential job, seeking medical care or 
purchasing supplies essential to health 
and safety that cannot otherwise be 
delivered.

In accordance with state law, a will-
ful violation of the order could be pun-
ishable by a misdemeanor, a six-month 
stint in the Ingham County jail and a 
fine of up to $200. And East Lansing 
Police can also physically arrest those 
caught violating the recent quarantine 
mandate. 

“I can’t deny people things that sus-
tain their lives,” Vail added. “They’re 
able to go out and get medication, 
food, go to doctor’s appointments, go 
to critical jobs if they need work to 
survive. We’re hoping that we have 

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

Twenty-eight fraternities, sororities and rental houses in East Lansing are under 
mandatory quarantine in an effort to stem the growth of COVID-19 cases since 
MSU students returned for the fall semester.

MSU’s new slogan: ‘Together we kill’

“It’s a crisis at this point. We were tracking some 
of the best numbers in the state. Now, we have 
the worst. This is the biggest spike we’ve seen. 
If you look at the charts, it’s like nothing even 
happened in March, April or May. It’s just aston-
ishing, just startling.”

Ingham County Health Officer Linda Vail

Students make Ingham County
worst in state for COVID-19 

See MSU, Page 9  
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4 15 years as 
Ingham 
County  
Assistant 
Prosecutor 
(special 
victims and 
family court)

4 2016 recipient of Civilian Citations 
from the Lansing  
Police Department for his work 
fighting child abuse

4 Graduate of MSU and MSU  
Law School

4 Youth coach, husband, and father

PAID FOR BY COMMITTEE TO ELECT STEVE KWASNIK 
FOR 30TH CIRCUIT JUDGE

1302 Fair Oaks Ct., East Lansing, MI 48823

To support the candidate that’s fighting  
for families, vote for Steve Kwasnik for  
Ingham County Circuit Court Judge  
by Absentee Ballot, or at the polls  

on November 3rd! 

kwasnikforkids.com 

for 30th  
CIRCUIT COURT

Having worked with Steve Kwasnik as a 
practicing attorney, I have known him to be 

prepared, knowledgeable, open minded and fair. 
Combine these qualities with his unmatchable 

years of experience, there is no doubt that Steve 
will serve the people and families well as your 
next Ingham County Circuit Court Judge.  

— JULIE O’NEILL,  
56-A District Court Judge

My name is 
Robin Lea 

Laurain 
and I am asking 

you to 
Vote Green 
for Michigan’s 

Education Slate. 

I am the Co-Chair of 
the Green Party of Michigan and I am the dual 
candidate for the Green Party of Michigan and 
the Socialist Party of Michigan. 

Visit us at michgreenparty.org. 
Check out all our Green Candidates!

 #michigangreensunited
Paid for by the Trust Robin Laurain 2020 Committee

 4106 Bridgeport St., Lansing, MI 48911.

some adults in the house that are 
going to help us with that, because if 
a new case erupts in these houses, all 
that’s going to do is extend the quar-
antine.”

Those caught violating the quar-
antine either by local cops or health 
officials will face prosecution, Vail 
warned. Health officials also plan 
to continuously add to the list of 30 
properties as necessary. If that doesn’t 
work, additional crowd control 
restrictions could be near.

“The only thing I can think to do 
next is restrict gathering sizes even 
further,” Vail said. 

Meanwhile, misinformation is fierce, 
Vail explained. Younger patients are 
statistically less likely to face severe 
health complications from COVID-19. 
And without more context, that data 
is leading many students to recklessly 
disregard the dangers of social gather-
ings, she added. 

The MSU Interfraternity Council, 
for example, voted last month against 
a ban on parties that could attract 
crowds. The majority of those who 
voted against it are now in mandatory 
quarantine. 

“They may think they’re just infect-
ing each other, but eventually it leaves 
that circle, starts to spread in the com-
munity and older people and those 
with health complications will die,” 
Vail said. “Any of these young people 
could also have some serious medical 
consequences and they’re being very 
nonchalant about it, almost to the 
extent of intentionally trying to get 
infected.”

So what’s the outlook? Vail doesn’t 
see much silver lining. She’s just 
focused on curbing an outbreak 
already certain to translate to more 
deaths by October and November. 
Only three people were hospitalized 
with COVID-19 this week, but she 
expects a winter surge.

“Ultimately, this will hop through 
the community until we have people 
of color, elderly people and people 
with serious health conditions who 
get sick and die. If students don’t see 
that happening, it can be hard to get 
the message through to them,” Vail 
said. “We need to get that out there. 
People have long needed to take this 
seriously. Wear masks. Protect your-
selves. Be aware.”
— KYLE KAMINSKI

MSU
from page 8

WORST COUNTIES IN MICHIGAN FOR COVID-19
(Ranked by daily cases per million residents as of 1/9/20)

County	 CPM	 Average Daily Cases
1. Ingham County	 199	 57.7
2. Houghton County	 196	 7.1
3. Mecosta County	 142	 6.1
4. Keweenaw County	 134	 0.3
5. Ottawa County	 116	 32.9
6. Iron County	 102	 1.1
7. Branch County	 92	 4.0
8. Kalamazoo County	 88	 23.1
9. Delta County	 79	 2.9
10. Mackinac County	 79	 0.9

Source: State of Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

EAST LANSING PROPERTIES
UNDER MANDATORY QUARANTINE 

453 Abbott Rd. (Theta Chi)
532 Abbott Rd. 
544 Abbott Rd. 
505 Albert Ave. 

403 Ann St. 
532 Ann St. 

217 Burcham Dr. 
220 Cedar St. (Beta Theta Pi)
230 Cedar St. (Beta Theta Pi)

301 Charles St. (Pi Kappa Alpha)
128 Collingwood Dr. (Alpha Sigma Phi)

626 Cowley Ave. (Phi Delta Theta)
729 E. Grand River. Ave. (Phi Gamma Delta)

1148 E. Grand River Ave. (Delta Kappa Epsilon)
1218 E. Grand River Ave. (Delta Sigma Phi)

810 W. Grand River Ave. (Psi Upsilon)
342 N. Harrison Rd. (Sigma Alpha Epsilon)

365 N. Harrison Rd. (Delta Gamma)
332 M.A.C. Ave. 

427 M.A.C. Ave. (Sigma Delta Tau)
518 M.A.C. Ave. (Sigma Kappa)

605 M.A.C. Ave. (Kappa Kappa Gamma)
616 M.A.C. Ave. (Alpha Phi)

639 M.A.C. Ave. (Zeta Tau Alpha)
258 Michigan Ave. (Gamma Phi Beta)

110 Oakhill Ave. (Sigma Nu)
303 Oakhill Ave. (Kappa Alpha Theta)
101 Woodmere Ave. (Phi Kappa Psi)

Source: Ingham County Health Department
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From the ashes: Lives lost in house fires are mourned

More than 100 
people,  includ-
ing former Mayor 
Virg Bernero, gath-
ered at Evergreen 
Cemetery Monday 
morning for the 
funeral services of a 
53-year-old grand-
mother and her two 
grandchildren after 
they were killed 
in a house fire on 
Lansing’s east side.

“Aston and Jesse 
were good kids who 
loved their grandma 
and their family,” Bernero 
said. “If they were anything 
like me as a kid, I’m sure 
they were not perfect angels. 
But they are now.”

Melissa Westen, 53, and 
two of her grandchildren, 
Jesse Ja’Meer-Archie Kline 
IV, 4, and Aston Zy-Aire 
Griffin, 8, were found 
dead inside a house along 
Elizabeth Street on the 
east side of Lansing after 
firefighters arrived shortly 
before midnight Sept. 3.

Firefighters are reportedly 
still investigating the cause 
of the fire, which is believed 
to be accidental, and have 
ruled out arson.

“Lansing is wrapping its 
love around you, now and 
well into the future. We love 
you, we support you, we 
pray God’s grace and light 
will shine upon you and car-
ry you through this difficult 
time, as though on the wings 
of eagles,” Bernero said. “All 
of Lansing grieves with you. 
May you feel God’s grace and 
the love of this incredible 
community in very real ways 
during this difficult time.”

Sympathy cards were read 
aloud, friends shared fond 
memories and family joined 
Shiloh Missionary Baptist 
Church Pastor Kevin Brown 
in prayer and song to mourn 

To contribute to the
family, you may send 

checks and money orders 
made out to St. Vincent 

de Paul Society. The 
address is St. Vincent 
Thrift Store, 1020 S. 

Washington Ave., Lansing 
48910. Put “For Melissa 
Westen family” in the 

memo field. 
You may also drop off 

cash contributions there.

Former mayor offers support
after Elizabeth Street tragedy

Shelly Palen can still smell burnt wood from her 
home on New York Avenue in Lansing.

Last October, Palen was jarred awake in the early 
morning to see flames glowing outside her bedroom 
window. She could hear a helpless pounding and 
shouting coming from next door. Inside, her young 
grandchildren were trying to escape from a fire quick-

ly engulfing the house.
T he  L ansing  Fire 

Department extinquished 
the blaze in minutes and lat-
er declared the cause of as 
accidental, likely tied to elec-
trical issues. But they were 
moments too late. Three of 
Palen’s grandkids — and the 
family dog — were found 
dead inside.

“It looked like my whole 
driveway was lit up,” Palen 
remembered. “I looked out 
and saw the whole front of 

the house was on fire. My stepdaughter and her boy-
friend were trying to break inside. By the time they 
brought out my last grandson from the fire, he was 
unrecognizable.”

The boys’ mother, her fiancé and two other young 
children escaped with injuries. Eight-year-old Juan 
Zavala, 5-year-old Ramiro Zavala and 3-year-old 
Manolo Zavala never made it out.

Assistant Fire Chief Michael Tobin told reporters 
that the boys apparently tried to escape — they were 
found near doors and windows — but none had a 
heartbeat by the time they were found. Tobin also told 
reporters the tragedy of the fire was something that 
would stick with him for life.

And the heavily damaged home still stands next 
door to Palen as a grim reminder of tragedy. An array 
of deflated balloons and dirty stuffed animals are still 
keeping watch over the front porch. The windows 
have since been boarded up. Trash has been steadily 
piling up in the front yard.

“When I heard the house was going to be rebuilt, 
I thought there was just no way I could see anoth-
er family living there knowing everything we went 
through that night,” Palen explained.

Palen, after negotiating with her landlord, finally 
bought the house in July. Her plans: Demolish the 
charred embers and replace it with a memorial for her 
three grandsons. She envisions a large boulder with a 
plaque and some photos — a place to pay tribute to 
lives lost far too soon.

“We’d like to see if we can get someone to donate 
a big rock,” Palen said. “I’d like to put some mulch 
around it and add their pictures and get something 
engraved on it to remember them — really anything 
other than looking at this house and having to relive 

Grandmother to demolish home
for family tribute to 3 lost kids

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

Friends and family gathered at Evergreen Cemetery 
Monday for the funeral and burial of a grandmother 
and two of her grandchildren who died in a house 
fire Sept. 3.

Courtesy

Three brothers in the Zavala family were lost to a fire 
on New York Avenue in Lansing on Oct. 30 last year. 
From left: Ramiro, 5; Manolo, 3; and Juan, 8. Their 
grandmother plans to demolish the house and create 
a memorial garden.

Berl Schwartz/City Pulse

Until recently, stuffed animals were on the steps of 
the burned-out house on New York Avenue.

Jesse

Aston

Westen

Palen

See Westen, Page 10 See Palen, Page 10
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Paid for by the Colline Cheltenham for Judge Committee
1140 Abbot Road, #4153, East Lansing MI 48823.

For our Children.
For our Families.

For Judge.

STATE OF MICHIGAN
OFFICE OF THE INGHAM COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER

In the Matter of: 
Cook and Thorburn Drain (Grand Meadows Branch)

NOTICE OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION 

	 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to you as a person liable for an assessment that the 
Board of Determination, composed of John Leonard, Cheryl Risner, Dennis Williams, and Jennie 
Nerkowski (Alternate), will meet on Wednesday, September 30, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. to hear all 
interested persons and evidence and to determine whether the actions prayed for in a Petition 
dated June 26, 2020 for the cleaning out, relocating, widening, deepening, straightening, tiling, 
extending, improving, relocating along a highway, providing structures or mechanical devices that 
will properly purify or improve the flow of a drain, or pumping equipment to assist or relieve the 
flow of a drain, adding lands to or deleting lands from the existing drainage district, and adding 
branches, extensions, enlargements, and/or relief drains are necessary and conducive to the 
public health, convenience or welfare of Delhi Charter Township, County of Ingham, State of 
Michigan, in accordance with Sections 72 and 191 of Act No. 40, PA 1956.

	 Please take notice that the meeting will be conducted following the guidelines of 
Michigan Governor’s Executive Order 154, and all other Executive Orders that may be applicable 
at the time of the meeting. Due to the requirements in the Executive Orders, the meeting cannot 
be held in person, and will be held by remote electronic access. For those seeking to participate 
through online video conferencing, participants can access the electronic meeting through the 
following Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87885162860. The public may also participate by 
calling the following toll-free number: 1-833-548-0276 and entering Meeting ID: 878 8516 2860. 

	 Members of the public will only be able to speak during the public comment portions of 
the meeting. To provide for orderly public participation, a person wishing to speak must state their 
name and request to be recognized by the Board. The Board of Determination will recognize all 
persons wishing to speak during the public comment portion of the meeting.

	 Information regarding this meeting may be obtained from the Ingham County Drain 
Commissioner. Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in 
the meeting should contact the Ingham County Drain Commissioner at the number noted below 
(voice) or through the Michigan Relay Center at 711 (TTY) at least 24 hours in advance of the 
meeting to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. Minutes of the meeting will be on 
file in the following office: Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s Office, 707 Buhl Avenue, Mason, 
Michigan 48854.

	 YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that persons aggrieved by the decisions of the Board 
of Determination may seek judicial review in the Circuit Court for the County of Ingham within 
ten (10) days of the determination. If the actions prayed for in the Petition are determined to be 
necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience or welfare, a special assessment may 
be levied against properties that benefit from the project. A landowner of or party of interest to 
property to be assessed, or their agent, may appear in person to comment on the necessity of the 
project.

Dated: September 9, 2020			   Patrick E. Lindemann
					     Ingham County Drain Commissioner
					     Phone: (517) 676-8395
							                    #20-211

the recent loss. Several doves were 
released to help guide Westen and her 
grandchildren to the afterlife.

“There’s nothing that justifies it. 
There’s nothing that makes sense when 
we talk about the transition from life 
to death. We don’t understand why, 
and the truth is, much of it we cannot 
control, but there are some things we 
can control,” Brown said before reading 
from the Bible.

Westen will be remembered for 
her beautiful smile and positive atti-
tude. She also loved her family, music, 
dancing, travel and was known for an 

encyclopedic knowledge of movie triv-
ia. She’s survived by her partner and 
six grandchildren — many of whom 
attended the funeral.

Griffin would have started third grade 
this year at Dwight Rich School of the 
Arts. Kline was eager to start preschool 
at Capital Area Community Services’ 
Head Start program. Both were remem-
bered for their active, inquisitive nature 
and interest in superheroes and serial 
killers. 

“No matter what happens tomorrow, 
know you’re better off with God on your 
side,” Brown said.

The boys enjoyed spending time with 
their grandmother, watching YouTube 
videos, listening to music and playing 
with their little brother. They are sur-
vived by their parents and plenty of 
family.

“Just as you’ve touched them, and 
helped mold them over the years, 
they’ve touched you, and changed you 
fundamentally and forever,” Bernero 
added. “It is never easy to say goodbye, 
all the more so with ones so young. So, 
don’t say it. Keep their memories alive. 
Let their spirit, their energy and their 
passion live through you, here on earth. 
Be a shining light in their honor.”
— KYLE KAMINSKI

this memory every morning.”
Palen said she cashed in her 401k to 

buy the crumbling home from her land-
lord, but it was a price she was willing to 
pay to bring some much-needed closure 
to both her and her family. She’s wait-
ing for the city to approve demolition 
permits.

“It’s so hard looking at this house 
every day. It’s like having flashbacks. 
I can still smell the fire,” Palen said. 
“I’m ready to be able to demolish it and 
replace it with something in their mem-
ory.”

In the wake of the fire, family and 
friends also pitched in more than 
$40,000 through an online fundraiser 
to help the family after their devastat-
ing loss. Palen said the money helped 
the boys’ mother, Alyssa Wallace, move 
into a new house and to replace furni-
ture and other essentials.

“She’s trying to start over, but it’s still 
tough. They’re still not doing all that 
great,” Palen added. 
— KYLE KAMINSKI

Westen
from page 9

Palen
from page 9

THE FUTURE OF 
FOOTWEAR IS HERE!

GET $600 PAIR OF ORTHODICS
FOR $150

SHIPPED RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!
Come see us today for a 3D scan of 

your feet & pressure points! 
The Aetrex machine will print  

custom orthodics from the scan
Select from a wide varitey of men’s 

and women’s shoes - including 
work boots and orthodic inserts

215 S. Cochran Ave
Charlotte, MI 48813

517-543-6988
charlotteshoerepair.com
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Nailed to a huge 
tree outside a house 
somewhere between 
Eagle and Portland, I 
ran across a first-of-its-
kind yard sign read-
ing, “MEDIA IS THE 
VIRUS.”

Below it, was stapled 
this sign: “KEEP BIDEN IN THE 
BASEMENT 2020.” Yet, another read, 
“TRUMP WINS IN 2020.”

It was here, about 20 
miles into my five-day, 
500-mile bicycle journey 

from Lansing to Mackinaw City, that 
the political landscape I’d only passive-
ly noticed before it came into focus. 

People are displaying A LOT of polit-
ical stuff this year. Like, really, a lot.

Do you ever remember anyone flying 
a flag promoting a political candidate? 

No. Because it’s never happened 
before. There weren’t flags for Bill 
Clinton in ‘92 or George W. Bush in 
‘00. Barack Obama had his iconic 
“Hope” picture from ‘08. But nobody 
flew flags. 

Last week, I saw dozens of home-
owners — maybe even 100, I honestly 
lost count — from Wacousta to Bliss 
flying Donald Trump flags. Sometimes, 
more than one. Sometimes above 
American flags.

Forget the official stuff, other prop-
erty owners made their own signs. Or 
spray-painted pro-Trump messages 
on their vehicles. The more rural the 
home, the further north I biked, the 
more likely I was to see the Trump flag.

Trump didn’t have the monopoly. Joe 
Biden had plenty of his lawn-ornament 
pride, too. Much more than I ever saw 
in 2016 for Hillary Clinton.

It took me about a half mile before I 
figured out what the “BYEDON 2020” 
sign with the blond swoosh meant. 
(Hey, I was at mile 105 on my third 
day, cut me some slack.) The closer I 
biked to suburban or urban areas, the 
more I saw them.

That didn’t surprise me. What 
did surprise me was how many pro-
Biden, anti-Trump signs I saw in West 
Michigan, along Lakeshore Drive 
between Holland and Grand Haven, 
for example. Wasn’t this supposed to a 
Republican haven?

And, yet, I saw just as many signs 
for seemingly token Democratic MI-2 
candidate Bryan Berghoef as I did for 

incumbent U.S. Rep. Bill Huizenga, 
R-Zeeland. 

When I stopped at my buddy’s 
house outside of Free Soil, WZZM-13 
seemingly ran the same commer-
cials for John James, Gary Peters 
and Democratic MI-3 candidate 
Hillary Scholten over and over and 
over. Serious money being spent for a 
Democratic congressional candidate in 
West Michigan? Really?

Oh, the National Rifle Association 
had an anti-Biden ad running during 
the local news segment, too.

Outside a stretch of cabins north of 
Platte Lake, every other yard had a sign 
posted out front. The support seemed 
to alternate back and forth like an IQ 
Test pattern — Pro-Trump, pro-Biden, 
anti-Biden, anti-Trump, pro-Trump, 
pro-Biden … . 

Folks are fired up about this elec-
tion and not in some traditional way. 
Nobody is wearing cute little campaign 
buttons. Trump has turned his brand 
of Trump Towers or Trump Steaks 
or Trump Vodka into being a Trump 
American — basically, “I am what I 
am and if you don’t like it, tough. … 
You say he called veterans ‘losers?’ 
He downplayed COVID-19 virus to 
some reporter a half year ago? FAKE 
NEWS!”

Trump has made being a rich, 
plain-spoken American so desirable, 
people are wearing hats and shirts 
bearing his name or his simple “Make 
American Great” catchphrase. Trump 
isn’t just a political candidate, he’s a 
brand that folks are throwing them-
selves behind like a football team or a 
NASCAR driver. 

In Freeland last week, people sat in 
an hour-long car line to be at his pres-
ence. 

Democrats still haven’t figured out 
how to curb the enthusiasm. Some new 
blockbuster story isn’t going to do it. A 
large paid-media campaign somehow 
equating the Trump brand to some-
thing undesirable might dull the shine.

Otherwise, Democrats can pin their 
hopes on Biden’s having more support-
ers than Trump. Simple numbers. It 
might work. 

My report from the open road is 
there’s a lot of enthusiasm out there. 
Just warning you, it runs both ways.

(Kyle Melinn of the Capitol news 
service MIRS is at melinnky@gmail.
com.)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL 

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing City Council 
on Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., in the 54-B District Court, Courtroom 2, 101 Linden 
Street, East Lansing:

A public hearing will be held to consider a Site Plan and Special Use Permit application from 
Walgreens Co., for the property at 100 W. Grand River Avenue to allow for a new Walgreens 
Retail Store and Pharmacy pursuing a liquor license for the sale of packaged beer and wine.  
The subject property is located in the B-3, City Center Commercial District. 

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable accommodations, such as interpreters for the 
hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at this meeting, upon 
notice to the City of East Lansing, prior to the meeting.  Individuals with disabilities requiring 
reasonable accommodations or services should write or call the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, MI  48823 (517) 319-6920, TDD 1-800-649-377.

Note: This hearing is currently scheduled to occur as a regular public hearing at the meeting. If, at 
the time of this hearing meetings are still not permitted under an Executive Order of the Governor 
and an Executive Order permitting meetings electronically allows for an electronic meeting, this 
hearing will occur electronically and a notice of the means of participation in that hearing will be 
published in compliance with the Open Meetings Act and any relevant Executive Orders.

					     Jennifer Shuster
					     City Clerk		                    
							                     #20-212

B/21/019 BARE ROOT TREES  as per the specifications provided by the City of Lansing. The City 
of Lansing will accept sealed bids electronically on line at www.mitn.info or at the City Of Lansing 
Purchasing Office, at 124 W. Michigan Ave 8TH Fl, Lansing, MI 48933 until 2:00 PM local time in 
effect on September 29, 2020 at which time bids will be opened. Complete specifications and 
forms required to submit bids are available by contacting Stephanie Robinson at (517) 483-
4128, or stephanie.robinson@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing 
encourages bids from all vendors including MBE/WBE vendors and Lansing-based businesses.                   
				    			                 #20-215

Voter enthusiasm easy to spot
on the open road in Michigan

OPINION

POLITICS

Photo by Kyle Melinn

A tree between 
Portland and Eagle 
tells part of the 
political story in 
Michigan as the 
General Election 
approaches.
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REGISTER TO VOTE!
REQUEST YOUR 
ABSENTEE BALLOT! 

• Register to vote online or by 
mail through October 19. 
Complete or download an 
application at mi.gov/vote

• Starting October 20 through 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day 
register to vote at your city or 
township clerk’s office

• It only takes two minutes, 
register today!

• Online NOW at mi.gov/vote

• By MAIL by printing an 
application from mi.gov/vote

• By calling or visiting 
your city or township 
clerk’s office

START THE VOTING PROCESS NOW
FOR THE NOVEMBER 3 ELECTION

YOUR COMMUNITY IS DEPENDING ON YOU TO VOTE THIS ELECTION. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR VOTING RIGHTS AT 
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• Offer valid for New Orders only • Not good on any order in progress or that has been completed. • Maximum discount $100.00 off regular prices of the offer. • Expires 9-30-2020

BRING THIS BACK TO INSTY-PRINTS

GOOD
FOR

Vinyl or Paper

Michigan Sales Districts

• Silent Auction
   • Games
      • Raffles
           • Food

• COUPON •

Ph: (517) 371-5205
sales@instydowntown.com
www.instydowntown.com

209 S. Washington Sq.
Lansing, MI 48933

Samantha!Samantha!Samantha!Samantha!
HappyHappyHappyHappy Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!

TRISH

b r o o k s

Congratulations! NOW
OPEN

Patio
or

Carry Out

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, Monday, September 
21, 2020 at 7 p.m. during the regularly schedule City Council Meeting, via ZOOM Conferencing, 
Meeting ID 840 5989 1689 for the purpose of considering:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to: amend Chapter 1420 of the Lansing Codified 
Ordinances by consolidating the adoption of the Single State Construction Code Act (the “Act”), 
including the State Electrical, Mechanical, and Plumbing Codes and creating a single Construction 
Board of Appeals pursuant to the Act; And repeal the sections of Chapters 1422, 1424, AND 1426, 
which provided for individual adoption of the State Plumbing, Electrical, and Mechanical Codes, 
and created individual Boards of Appeal for those Codes.

Governor Whitmer declared a statewide State of Emergency due to the spread of the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19). To mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and to provide essential protections 
to vulnerable Michiganders and this State’s health care system and other critical infrastructure, it 
is crucial that all Michiganders take steps to-limit in-person contact, particularly in the context of 
large groups. Therefore, the public hearing will be conducted via audio/video conference.

The public hearing will be electronically in accordance with the Open Meetings Act in an effort 
to protect the health and safety of the public. A Michigan Executive Order provides temporary 
authorization of remote participation in public meetings and hearings. Members of the public 
wishing to participate in the meeting may do so by logging into or calling into the meetings using 
the website or phone number and Meeting ID provided on the August 31, 2020 meeting agenda.   
(Note: this option requires downloading Zoom software. If you have not already installed the 
software, this may take a few minutes) 

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please attend 
the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the Public Hearing at the 
City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email 
city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/CMMC 
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk	      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope			                        #20-213

B/21/018 VFD FOR SCOTT PARK PUMP as per the specifications provided by the City of 
Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept sealed bids electronically on line at www.mitn.info or at 
the City Of Lansing Purchasing Office, at 124 W. Michigan Ave 8th Fl, Lansing, MI 48933 until 
2:00 PM local time in effect on September 29, 2020 at which time bids will be opened. Complete 
specifications and forms required to submit bids are available by contacting Stephanie Robinson at 
(517) 483-4128, or stephanie.robinson@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing 
encourages bids from all vendors including MBE/WBE vendors and Lansing-based businesses. 	
			   			                                   #20-216

ABANDONED VEHICLE SALE
CITY OF LANSING, MICHIGAN

	
Sealed bids marked S/21/007, ABANDONED VEHICLES will be accepted at the City of Lansing 
Purchasing Office, 124 W Michigan Ave 8th floor, Lansing Mi. 48933 until but no later than, 1:00 
PM, local time in effect WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2020. Questions regarding this sale 
may be directed to Stephanie Robinson, Buyer, at (517) 483-4128 or email:  stephanie.robinson@
lansingmi.gov.

Vehicles may be inspected WED. SEPT. 23, 2020, as follows:
SHROYER’S, 2740 EATON RAPIDS RD, LANSING MI. 48911       8:00 AM
PJ’S , 1425 RENSEN, LANSING MI                    	                      10:00 AM
NORTHSIDE TOWING, 226 RUSSELL, LANSING, MI 48906       10:45 AM
H&H TOWING, 1500 HASLETT RD, E LANSING MI 48823          11:45 AM    
SWIFT TOWING,  2347 N CEDAR , HOLT MI 48842                      8:45 AM

			 
ABANDONED VEHICLE SALE SEPT 23, 2020

                  
							             
H&H TOWING
2003	 VW
2019	 MOPED
2010	 NISSAN
NORTHSIDE TOWING
1978	 HONDA
2015	 NISSAN
2008	 FORD
2000	 FORD
2016	 CHEV
2003	 CADL
2010	 FORD
2003	 HYUND
2018	 NISSAN
2005	 AUDI
2002	 LINC
2005	 JEEP
2005	 CADL
2006	 JEEP
2004	 CHEV
2018	 JEEP
2007	 CHEV
2007	 INFINITI
2016	 CHEV
2002	 FORD
2012	 FORD
2006	 PONT
2008	 BUICK

PJ TOWING
2007	 CADL
2004	 FORD
2009	 HYUND
2008	 BMW
1999	 MERCED
1999	 GMC
2014	 CHEV
2002	 FORD
2004	 PONT
2004	 PONT
2005	 CHRY
2006	 CHEV
2003	 FORD
2011	 CHEV
2005	 PONT
2010	 CHEV
2005	 FORD
2007	 HONDA
2005	 HONDA
2010	 GMC

SWIFT TOWING
2006	 FORD
2007	 PONT
1998	 JAGUAR
2007	 CADL

SHROYER TOWING
2008	 CHEV
2014	 MOPED
2008	 GMC
2015	 BUICK
2018	 KIA
2002	 NISSAN
2012	 CHEV
2012	 MOPED
2009	 PONT
2010	 FORD
2020	 DODGE
2007	 VW
2005	 GMC
2006	 MERCED
2009	 TOYO
2004	 TOYO
2014	 CHEV
2017	 CHEV

                  
			 
			 
	              

	               #20-214
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Welcom e to

Best Pizza 
Contest

2020
brought to you by:

By ZIP Code:
Best Pizza Lansing 
  North Side (48906)
Best Pizza Lansing 
  South Side(48910-11)
Best Pizza Lansing 
  East Side (48912)
Best Pizza Lansing 
  West Side (48915 & 48917)
Best Pizza 
  East Lansing (48823)
Best Pizza Downtown (48933)
Best Pizza Okemos ( 48864)
Best Pizza Haslett (48840)

Best Pizza Holt (48842)
Best Pizza Dimondale (48821)
Best pizza 
  Grand Ledge (48837)
Best Pizza Dewitt (48820)
Best Pizza Williamston (48895)
Best Pizza Charlotte (48813)
Best Pizza 
  Eaton Rapids (48827)
Best Pizza Elsewhere in 
  Ingham, Eaton and Clinton
  counties

By Style:
Best Thin Crust Style Pizza
Best Deep Dish Style Pizza
Best New York Style Pizza
Best Gluten Free Pizza
Best Eccentric Pizza
Best Regular Pizza

Toppings/Crusts: 

Best Crust
Best Toppings Variety
Best Cheese
Best Tomato Sauce

Best Sauce
Best Pepperoni

Everything Else:
Best Value
Best Staff
Best Decor
Speediest Delivery Drivers
Best Value
Best Breadsticks
Best Ranch Dressing
Best Salad

Top  of the Tow n

Welcome to our first 
ever Best Pizza Con-
test! And a big one: 

We have 32 categories! And for 
the first time, you’ll nominate 
Best Pizza by ZIP code and by 

such measures as crust, value, 
tomato sauce, pepperoni, etc. In 
Round 2, we will ask you to se-
lect the Best Pizza in Mid-Michi-
gan from the 10 top vote getters 
in all all ZIP codes combined as 

well as the top five by in all the 
other categories.

Please only nominate local 
pizza places. That means no 
Domino’s, Little Caesar’s, Pizza 
Hut, etc.

BEST PIZZA CATEGORIES
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Best pizza contest
top of the town 2020

brought to you by:

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com

By SKYLER ASHLEY
One defining characteristic of a city 

is how it cooks its pizza. Detroit pizza, 
which is finally catching on nation-
wide, is known for its thick and greasy 
squared off crust. New York City’s large, 
thin slices are so famous that some 
swear it’s the only proper way to enjoy 
a pizza. 

But what about Lansing? Our home-
town is lucky enough to be a greasy 
melting pot of many distinct pizza 
joints. Whether you want to drown in 
cheese, cut through a thick deep dish or 
enjoy a crispy wood-fired slice, there’s 
almost certainly a restaurant with just 
the right pizza for you. 

“Lansing has a great selection of 
pizza,” Old Town Sir Pizza manager 
Danelle Admire said. “You come down 
here and you’ll get that hot pocket type 
of pizza with greasy love. That’s what 
makes us Lansing, the love we put into 
our food.” 

Cheese, cheese and more cheese
If the popularity of restaurants like 

Art’s Pub is any indicator, Lansing 
loves a healthy —  OK, maybe a lit-
tle unhealthy — dose of cheese. Ask 
any local pizza aficionado that’s been 
around the block a few times where to 
get a delicious, extra-cheesy pizza and 
chances are the name Art’s Pub will pop 
up. 

“What separates us from the rest is 
just the sheer amount of cheese,” Art’s 
Pub co-owner Greg Sinicropi said. “It’s 
probably two or three times the amount 
that most people use, and that’s just our 
standard.” 

But how does a restaurant prepare 
a cheese-heavy pie without it turning 
into a goopy, inedible mess? The secret, 
Sinicropi said, lies within the prepara-
tion. First, Art’s Pub does not grind its 
cheese too fine. The shredding process 
the cheese undergoes actually leaves 
behind much thicker cuts than one 

might imagine. The other crucial step is 
using 100 percent mozzarella — there 
can’t be any cheddar inside the blend 
mucking things up. 

“We buy five-pound logs of mozzarel-
la and then we shred it,” Sinicropi said. 
“We cube it and put it right into a chop-
per and it gives us pea-sized chunks, 
rather than the usual shredded fare. 
The cheese itself makes a huge differ-
ence. There’s a big, big quality differ-
ence between the lowest and highest 
ends of mozzarella.”

Art’s Pub goes through so much 
cheese that it has an employee on staff 
whose entire job consists almost entire-
ly of shredding cheese. “He works 30 
hours a week and his only job is making 
dough and shredding cheese,” Sinicropi 
said. “It’s a full-time job, even on a slow 
day we’re still doing a hundred pizzas.” 

The thick layers of cheese necessitate 
a special thick sauce to keep everything 
properly blended together. Sinicropi 
said Art’s Pub, which reopened in 2018, 
uses recipes handed down from the 
original restaurant’s sauce specialist, 
Mike Reynolds. “I think our sauce is 
very underrated, you can’t have some-
thing that’s too runny,” Sinicropi said. 
“It’s really thick and it has a sweet taste. 
We put in fine, crushed red pepper and 
it creates a perfect storm. When you put 

it all together, it works out really well.”
Hot and thin wood-fired crust

One method of pizza preparation that 
is rising in popularity nationwide is the 
wood-fired oven. The chain restaurant 
Blaze Pizza has commercialized the 
process and wood-fired pizza restau-
rants are a common sight in any hip big 
city neighborhood. Lansing has its own 
master wood-fired pizza chef in Frank 
Tignanelli. 

Tignanelli has been in the pizza busi-
ness for 50 years. Before he opened 
his own restaurant in Lansing, Detroit 
Frankie’s Wood-Fired Brick Oven, 
Tignanelli was a pizza consultant for a 
California tomato cannery and would 
travel the country to help clientele get 
their own pizzas just right. Tignanelli’s 
expertise, handed down to him from 
his family, taught him how to fix any 
issue a restaurant could throw at him, 
whether it was bad batches of sauce 
or cheese that wouldn’t cook properly.  
“I was a pizza specialist for 25 years,” 
Tignanelli said. “It’s pretty much all I’ve 
done my entire life.” 

Tignanelli swears by the East Coast 
style of preparing pizza. It’s his favorite 
type of pizza to eat, and therefore his 
favorite type of pizza to cook. 

How is it all done? The key to cook-
ing a pizza like Detroit Frankie’s is the 
scorching temperature achieved by its 
brick oven. Burning hot at 750 degrees, 
Detroit Frankie’s Wood-Fired Oven can 
cook a pizza in just a few short minutes. 

The process requires special high-glu-
ten flour that is hand-tossed and spun, 
and when it comes out of the oven it’s 
left with a slight blackened char across 
the bottom. Don’t confuse it for a burn 
mark though: The char adds to the fla-
vor. Tignanelli has mastered the art of 
wood-fired pizzas; during his days as a 
pizza specialist with the cannery he also 
helped restaurants calibrate their ovens. 

“You can’t layer the ingredients thick. 
Other places are doing it in a deck oven 
and it takes time to cook through,” 
Tignanelli said. “We’re doing it in three 
minutes, so you can’t pile it on” 

Tignanelli said a key factor in the suc-
cess and longevity of a pizza restaurant 
is shelling out the necessary cash for 

high-quality, time-tested ingredients. 
Choosing to go cheap with unproven 
brands, Tignanelli says, leads to incon-
sistency and unhappy customers. 

“The quality products have usual-
ly been around for 50-60 years. The 
reason they’ve been around is because 
they’re consistent,” Tignanelli said. If 
you try to save money with lesser-priced 
products, you’ll find they’re not as con-
sistent. Customers want you to be con-
sistent.” 

Detroit Frankie’s Wood-Fired Oven 
got its start as a food truck in 2014 
and finally opened a brick and mortar 
location in March. Unfortunately, the 
restaurant’s debut was interrupted by 
the coronavirus pandemic and it’s been 
unable to serve people with dine-in. So 
far, Tignanelli and his crew have had to 
stick with curbside pickup. 

“I look forward to getting back to nor-
mal. I miss the normal part of things,” 
Tignanelli said.

Enough ingredients for a feast
Sir Pizza is one of Lansing’s most 

stalwart pizza chains and its signature 
dish, the Royal Feast, covers every inch 
of the pie with cubed pepperoni, sau-
sage, onions, mushrooms and green 
peppers. If you can see crust or cheese, 
it probably didn’t come from Sir Pizza. 
The old school pizza joint’s square crust 

From Lansing with love
Sampling the lovely greasy 
flavors of local pizza

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A dill pickle pizza from Detroit Frankie's 
Wood-Fired Oven.

Courtesy

Art's Pub is known for its thick layers of 
cheese. 

See Pizza, Page 18  
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Locally owned

A newspaper for the rest of us

September 16 - 22, 2020

Customer Reviews

Store Hours
Monday – Saturday 8 AM – 8 PM | Sunday 10 AM – 6 PM

The best staff and quality equipment at affordable prices

“Very knowledgeable 
and courteous employees. 

Fair and  
competitive prices.”

~John Smith

“Great store.  
Employees were the best.

Support your 
local businesses”

~Steve Serr

“Friendly staff, always 
someone to help you 
without being pushy. 

Great selection, prompt 
service and delivery.”

~Anthony Bahm

GILBERTS DEWITT 
HARDWARE  
(517)669-1200 

12900 Old US 27 Dewitt, MI 48820 
GilbertsHardware.DoItBest.com

SPEND $25 GET $5OFF

Gilberts 
Hardware Store

• Paint • Hardware • Lawn & Garden •
• Equipment Rentals •

CHECK OUT OUR 
GRILL LAYAWAY 

PROGRAM!

BUY 2 FOR 
$1.49/GAL.

Clean glass, mirrors, ceramics 
and stainless steel with

All Purpose Cleaning Vinegar. 

(normally $4.49 each)

The perfect 
household cleaner!

Beautiful 
blooms

MUMS
ARE HERE!

Layaway for 
4 months
Put the Grill 

under the tree!

Layaway for 
8 months

Get a New Grill 
By Memorial Day!

VOTE FOR GILBERTS
BEST HARDWARE STORE!

CONTEST

2020
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and overload of ingredients is a unique 
quirk not commonly found elsewhere.

“The Royal Feast is a huge seller. 
Every ingredient goes straight to the 
edge, you barely have any crust leftover,” 
Old Town Sir Pizza manager Danelle 
Admire said. “Everything’s fresh. When 
we slap on all of those wonderful ingre-
dients and put it through the oven, it’s 
just like you’re making it at home for 
your family.”

But why leave absolutely no room for 
crust? Why does Sir Pizza smother the 
entire pizza with ingredients? Admire 
said if you want to enjoy crust, well, 
that’s what breadsticks are for.

“Every bite you take is tasteful,” 
Admire said. “That’s what we want cus-
tomers to remember, ‘Wow, no dryness! 
This is a wonderful pizza.’ They’ll want 
more and they’ll want to order more 
every day. That’s why we push the top-
pings all the way to the edge.” 

Sir Pizza’s Old Town location is also 
popular as a community-gathering 
place. The restaurant encourages a par-
ty-like atmosphere by regularly booking 
live entertainment and hosting open 
mic nights. Sir Pizza is also heavily 
integrated in Old Town festivals such 
as Michigan BluesFest and Michigan 
JazzFest. “We put a lot of thought into 
our community,” Admire said. “The 
community makes us who we are. We’re 
memorable for the atmosphere we cre-
ate for our customers.” 

Everybody loves a good gimmick
As social media becomes further 

integrated in the culinary world, you’ve 
probably noticed the rise of gimmicky 
pizzas. It’s become commonplace for a 
restaurant to go semi-viral on Facebook 
or Instagram because of its off-the-wall 
pizzas. After all, if you ate an absolutely 
crazy pizza, wouldn’t you want to share 
your story with your friends?

Pickle pizzas, breakfast pizzas, des-
sert pizzas — there’s far too many nov-
elty pies to mention that have become 
hot topics of debate on Twitter. Lansing 
pizzerias aren’t shy about taking their 
own stabs at crafting specialty pies. 

Tignanelli, with his multiple decades 
of experience in the business, loves 
the culinary freedom and creativity 
demanded by an unusual pizza. 

“Everybody has their favorites. We 
do chicken and waffles; we do a pickle 
pizza and a Coney dog pizza,” Tignanelli 
said. “It’s all for fun; there’s no rules. If 
you have good crust, you can put any-
thing on there.”

Sinicropi attested that the dill pick-
le pizza from Detroit Frankie’s Wood-
Fired Oven is delicious, despite its 
unusual marquee ingredient. He said 

that novelty pizzas are also a hit at his 
restaurant, and customers have been 
very open-minded about experiencing 
new blends of ingredients. 

“We love them. We have breakfast 
pizzas that use sausage gravy instead 
of red sauce,” Sinicropi said. “We’ll use 
tater tots, and chicken tenders. That’s 
the beauty of pizza. Anybody can find a 
style they like.” 

Sleepwalker Brewery in REO Town 
has dabbled in lots of wild and risky 
pizzas. One of its recent creations is a 
Hawaiian style pizza that uses Spam 
as its primary source of protein. “It’s 
actually quite delicious in a weird way,” 
Sleepwalker President Jeremy Sprague 
said. “Even if it doesn’t sell that great, at 
least we gave it a shot.”

Sprague said Sleepwalker keeps a 
constant rotation of unique pizzas, such 
as the Chupacabra, which has a black 
bean and enchilada sauce base. 

“We do as much as we can as a very 
small microbrewery to have fun pizzas 
and make people happy. It works out 
well,” Sprague said. “But you have to be 
careful not to take credit, there’s people 
doing this everywhere.”

A popular style that began life as 
a novelty and is now a staple at many 
pizzerias is the buffalo chicken pizza. 
Admire said it’s since become one of Sir 
Pizza’s most popular options.

“People really like it. You’ve got the 
chicken; your sauce is a buffalo sauce 
and then you’ve got the regular pro-
volone and mozzarella mix of cheese,” 
Admire said. “You add feta, which gives 
it a little bit more of a taste, then you 
add jalapeño and cheddar cheese to 
bring everything together.”

But if all of the novelties teach us any-
thing about pizza, it’s that people crave 
variety and are always searching for 
something new. 

“People will come eat my pizza one 
time, and then go to another spot the 
next time,” Tignanelli said.  “That’s how 
it should be. You don’t want to go to the 
same spot every night. Move around 
and try something different.” 

Pizza
from page 16

Courtesy

Pizza being prepared at Art's Pub.
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WE’VE GOT BREAKFAST 
PIZZA

809 E Kalamazoo St.
www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY FROM 7:30AM-10PM

2020
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WILDLIFE PUB 

Treat Yourself To An “Up North” Feeling… Without The Drive!  

Largest deck in Michigan under glass roof… 3,600 sq.ft.—Rain… no problem! 

Plenty of room for social distancing. Empty table between each seated. 

1 offer per 
person. 
Expires 

10/2/20. 

Bengel Wildlife Center - 7 mi. from MSU. 6380 Drumheller Rd., Bath, MI 

All food cooked to 
order on outdoor 
Bar-B-Q grill. 

WILDLIFE PUB 

Treat Yourself To An “Up North” Feeling… Without The Drive!  

Largest deck in Michigan under glass roof… 3,600 sq.ft.—Rain… no problem! 

Plenty of room for social distancing. Empty table between each seated. 

1 offer per 
person. 
Expires 

10/2/20. 

Bengel Wildlife Center - 7 mi. from MSU. 6380 Drumheller Rd., Bath, MI 

All food cooked to 
order on outdoor 
Bar-B-Q grill. 

$1
domestic 
beer or 

well drink 
w/coupon

1 offer per 
person

Expires 10/3/20

Enjoy the Beautiful View of Nature & Wildlife on the Waterfront!
Largest deck in Michigan under a glass roof - 3,600 sq. ft.

Rain? No problem!
Bengel Wildlife Center • 6380 Drumheller Rd., Bath

7 miles from MSU

I grew up near Lansing, have lived 
downtown for more than two years 
and for the last several months have 
made it my personal mission to try 
every pizza restaurant in the area. 
Just about every Friday this summer, 
I’ve grabbed a six-pack of Oberon 
and an afterwork carryout pizza.

Here are some of my favorites from 
the last few months:

C&J Family Pizzeria 
in Stockbridge

This pizza place relocated from 
Webberville to Stockbridge in 2017 
and makes — wait for it — the sin-
gle best pizza within 100 miles of 
Lansing. Owner Jim Sommer runs 
the Stockbridge location, which 
seems to turn out better pies than 
his first shop that still operates in 
Jackson.

The pizza looks standard, but the 
crust here is slightly thicker and 
butterier than your standard chain 
Domino’s and the toppings always 
taste as fresh as can be. The most 
noticeable feature: Thick layers of 
cheese are layered over the top-
pings unless requested otherwise. 
My favorite is a standard pepperoni, 
which combines perfectly with C&J’s 
slightly sweet variety of pizza sauce.

Side recommendation: Cheesy 
bacon ranch bread, add onion. I’m 
drooling just thinking about it.

Papa John’s Pizza 
(no, the other Papa John’s Pizza) 

in Lansing 
This place had to make the list if 

only for its consistency. I’ve ordered 
more pizza from here than proba-
bly anywhere else in Lansing, and 
I’ve never once been disappointed. 
Whether it’s the pizza, breadsticks 
or grinders, this locally owned shop 

clearly has a commitment to quality. 
It’s also worth noting that this 

Papa John’s Pizza is in no way affili-
ated with the nationally known Papa 
John’s Pizza and has none of the rac-
ist undertones. It also tastes much 
(much) better than any chain-variety 
pie I’ve had the displeasure of order-
ing.

My favorite part: The little bubbly 
pepperonis that collect just the right 
amount of grease inside. 

Art’s Pub in Lansing
Art’s Pub has a cult following in 

Lansing almost exclusively for its 
mozzarella cheese. You can order tra-
ditional pies, thin crusts or deep dish 
varieties, but all of them come abso-
lutely loaded with mountains and 
mountains of fresh, gooey mozzarella 
cheese that strings off every slice.

Speciality pies like Vladimir Poutine 
offer eccentric toppings like brown 
gravy, cheese curds, pulled pork and 
french fries. One of my favorites, The 
Spartan, has a pesto sauce drizzle. 
Art’s even serves up breakfast pies 
with toppings like bacon, ham, eggs, 
cilantro and queso fresco. 

Kaminski: Go ahead and vote. 
I already know where to find the best pizza

A newspaper reporter’s 
totally biased guide to the 
best pizza in Greater Lansing

Best pizza contest
top of the town 2020

brought to you by:

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com

Left: Pizza from 
C&J Family 
Pizzeria.

Right: Papa 
John's pepperoni 
pizza.

See Kaminski, Page 20  

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse
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1135 E GRAND RIVER 
EAST LANSING

(517) 332-0858 OPEN 7 DAYS 10AM-4AM

buy a slice & a drink
GET A 
SLICE

FREE!
Dine in or carry out only. 

Limit 2 per customer per visit.
Exp. 9/30/2020
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Store & Center
MADE-IN-MICHIGAN PRODUCTS ABOUND IN OUR STORE! 

Massage & Wellness

Make Yourself 
A Priority

Massages from $41
Plus Facials • Waxing 

• Body Wraps

Home & Design • Health & Wellness 
Accessories • Art Prints

Located in the Campus Town Mall next to Chipotle
541 E. Grand River Ave., Suite 5 • East Lansing

www.massageandwellnessonline.com
517-203-1113
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The Committee to Elect Bob Peña  |  2100 Vine Street, Lansing MI 48912

For Equality for ALL.
YOUR District 10 County Commissioner

  V O T E  A u g u s t  4 , 2 0 2 0
Bob Peña

candidate for
Ingham County
Commissioner,

District 10
Bob Pena for Ingham County
Commissioner | @bobforcommissioner

Equity.
Diversity.
Inclusion. 

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Bob Peña
2100 Vine Street, Lansing, MI 48912

Thank you for your 
support in the primary!

The Committee to Elect Bob Peña  |  2100 Vine Street, Lansing MI 48912

For Equality for ALL.
YOUR District 10 County Commissioner

  V O T E  A u g u s t  4 , 2 0 2 0
Bob Peña

candidate for
Ingham County
Commissioner,

District 10
Bob Pena for Ingham County
Commissioner | @bobforcommissioner

Equity.
Diversity.
Inclusion. 

The General 
Election is 

November 3!

Paid for by CTE Rick Jones Sheriff
PO Box 115, Grand Ledge, MI 48837

It’s time for a change

I want deputies 
to have better 

training in 
de-escalating 

possible violent 
situations

Rick Jones for 
Eaton County Sheriff

Fair and equal treatment for all people

VOTE

NOV. 3

Stop by on Tuesday for a $2 slice or 
to take advantage of a buy-one-get-

one special on all pies.

Klavon’s Pizzeria & Pub 
in Mason 

Klavon’s opened up a location in 
Mason last year and describes its 
“handcrafted artisan pizza” as more 
of an “experience” than than a meal 
— which is exactly the fancy-sounding 
type of hipster shit that made me want 
to wait an hour to order a carryout 
shortly after they opened. 

Founder Justin Klavon, at age 16, 
started delivering pizzas in Grass Lake 
and in 2008 launched Justin Tyme 
Pizza in Jackson, eventually expand-
ing to three locations in Napoleon and 
Grass Lake before it was rebranded 
as Klavon’s Pizzeria and Pub in 2007. 
Today, they have nearly 200 employees 
and serve more than 500,000 guests 
annually, according to its website.

Klavon’s offers a variety of pie, 
including classic American round 
pizzas, thinner neapolitan-style pies, 

Detroit-style deep dishes and an even 
fatter, stuffed variety of Chicago-style 
deep dish.

My favorites is the Sweet Heat Pete 
with caramelized onions, Italian sau-
sage, garlic, peppadew and green pep-
pers and the seafood pie with a creamy, 
garlic alfredo sauce, shrimp and crab.

Bell’s Greek Pizza 
in East Lansing

I didn’t go to Michigan State 
University as an undergraduate stu-
dent, but I still tagged along on plenty 
of late-night trips to this classic col-
legetown pizza shop. The thick-but-
airy crust will always have a warm 
place in my heart. Plus, it might be the 
only place for drunk pie at 4 a.m.

I always seem to have bad luck with 
less-than-appetizing slices in the glass 
display, so ordering whole pizzas — 
with plenty of artichoke — is the best 
way to handle a midnight run to Bell’s. 
Alternatively, go there on Wednesdays 

to at least save some cash and pick up 
a few $1 slices.

This place is clearly known for its 
thick crust pan pizzas, but it also car-
ries a variety of other Greek snacks 
(like spinach pies, samosa potatoes 
and hummus) to round out a complete 
meal.

 

Honorable Mention: Good 
Slice Pizza Co. in Lansing 

(RIP)
This downtown pizza shop 

announced its closure, along with 
adjacent Taps 25, in June, but briefly 
had the distinct honor of serving one 
of the best and worst pizzas in Greater 
Lansing. My first carryout order was 
amazing: perfectly crisp with a crust 
that overflowed with herb flavors.

My next three orders were spent 
chasing the high of that first pie, only 
to be disappointed with the doughiest 
trash ever served in the capital city. I’ll 
miss the place, but also good riddance. 

Kaminski
from page 19

Best pizza contest
top of the town 2020

brought to you by:

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com
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Michigan JazzFest & Michigan BluesFest 2020 
September 13-20

• MICHIGAN •• • _- •
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2020 Michigan JazzFest & Michigan BluesFest 

sept 13-20

Attend live outdoor shows at our outdoor soundstage 
behind MessageMakers in Old Town Lansing. Purchase 
a ticket at “Michigan JazzFest/Michigan BluesFest” on 
Eventbrite or just come on down and get them onsite.  
Limited Seating.   Tickets are $10 per day, or get a pass 
to the full week of shows for $50 for individuals or our 
“Soundstage Group Pass” for $100, which includes four 
tickets to all shows for the week. You will also receive 
special recognition on our website and social media!

Tune in to the entire week of events for free by searching 
for “Michigan JazzFest/Michigan BluesFest” on Crowdcast. 
Next, click “save my spot” to register.

Buy a $10 Online VIP ticket to receive access to view all 
of the week’s programs for up to one month after the 
festival. 

Crowdcast Event Link: https://www.crowdcast.io/e/
michiganjazzfestbluesfest

High energy performances will showcase artists from 
Lansing as well as from across the United States, 
Brazil, and Germany. The program will also feature 
video highlights from the last 20+ years of festival 
performances, conversations with musicians, and much 
more.

ATTEND LIVE EVENTS

TUNE IN TO THE LIVESTREAM

A RICH VARIETY OF PROGRAMMING

The 26th Annual Michigan JazzFest and Michigan BluesFest 
will take place as a combined outdoor, socially distanced week of 
live events from a soundstage behind MessageMakers in 
Old Town Lansing. You can also tune in from anywhere in the world 
to our Crowdcast livestream for free! 

Live performances from the United States, Brazil, and Germany.

For more information including links to purchase tickets tune 
in to our livestream, visit micharts.org.

Great programming continues from Wednesday-Sunday. 

Enjoy a fantastic lineup of bands:   Kathleen & the Bridge Street 
Band, Elden Kelly, Corzo Effect, Root Doctor, Luther Allison, 
Milt Hinton, Chris Canas, RJ Spangler & TBone Paxton, Wynton 
Marsalis, Pericles Gomes, Dago Schelin and many others. 

To view the full 2020 schedule, visit micharts.org/schedule

Produced by:

Michigan JazzFest & Michigan BluesFest 2020 
September 13-20



City Pulse • September 16, 2020 	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 23

The Lineup
9/13
SUN 

9/14
MON 

9/14 (cont)  
6:00pm
Gina Garner & the All
Night Long Band (Live)

5:00pm
Sugar Ray (Backstage Pass Rewind)

7:00pm
Ísis Dresch (Live from Brazil)

5:10pm
Dago Schelin plays The Beatles (Live from Germany)

8:00pm
Dave Sharp Worlds Quartet (Live)

6:00pm
The Springtails (Live)

9:00pm
TWYLA BIRDSONG (Live)

7:00pm
Milt Hinton Exclusive (with intro by Pericles 
Gomes and Terry Terry)

9:15pm
DEACON EARL

8:00pm 
Hank Mowery & the Hawktones (Live)

9:00pm
The Corzo Effect

9:15pm
Hank Mowery & the Hawktones (q&a)

9:30pm
Emmet Cohen Trio featuring
music by Greg Hill

9:40pm
sena erhardt (backstage pass rewind)

9:46pm
CRAIG HENDERSHOTT

Dresch’s jazz vocals and piano chops have 
brought her an active career in the jazz scene 
of Curitiba and Sao Paulo, Brazil. Her musical 
style is infused with Latin, soul and alternative 
elements.

Dago Schelin is a Brazilian musician based in 
Germany whose mellow guitar-playing and 
soothing voice takes us back to a 60s Bossa 
Nova feel. Brazilian classics are likely to be in 
his repertoire, but Dago also brings a freshly 
arranged Brazilian-style Beatles selection, 
which he intends to show us at this year’s 
JazzFest.

The Worlds Quartet explores music traditions 
from Turkey, Egypt, Ukraine, India, Bulgaria 
and Greece.Featuring oud, violin, electric bass, 
synthesizer and world percussion, the Worlds 
Quartet is fueled by the spirit of jazz, world 
music and dynamic exploratory improvisation.

The Springtails are a charming Michigan-
based husband-and-wife duo, Andy & Julianna 
Wilson. Mixing new songs with old vaudeville 
and swing-era standards, her lilting voice and 
snappy ukulele with his soulful harmonica and 
retro-sounding horn transport listeners back 
in time with songs that range from haunting 
ballads to playful swing. 

One of Lansing’s most loved vocalists, known 
for her show-stopping voice and stage 
presence. With her deep roots in the Blues, 
she performs the style with unbridled passion, 
although recently adding a touch of Jazz.

Sugar Ray” Norcia captured live playing 
“traditional Chicago blues” for BackStage Pass 
making music in Michigan at BluesFest 2013 in 
Lansing’s historic Old Town district.

This is a Jazz Workshop, which took place 
in February of 1995 at MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY. It was documented by professor 
Pericles Gomes (PhD in Education at MSU). Milt 
Hinton talks about the history of American 
Jazz and demonstrates his invention, slap 
acoustic double Bass playing! He also talks 
about his amazing photography.  

The Corzo Effect strives to create a laid-back 
atmosphere for people to come relax and 
groove to some smooth blues tunes! With Josh 
Corzo, bass, Stephen Boone, keys, and Caleb 
Robinson, drums.

9/15
TUES  6:00pm

KAMMY YEDOR (LIVE)

7:00pm
 Michael Reed Octet

7:30pm
Andy Wilson Harmonica Q&A (Live)

7:40pm
sena erhardt (backstage pass rewind)

7:46pm
rodney whittaker w Rockell fortin
(backstage pass rewind)

Hear live performances
all week!

 Where:
 The soundstage behind UrbanBeat in 

Old Town Lansing

When:
Every evening September 13-20

Tickets: 
$10 per day

$50 for the week
$100 for 4 passes to all shows

WHERE TO FIND US
Tickets: 

http://bit.ly/JFBF2020

Livestream: 
http://bit.ly/CrowdCast2020BFJF

Board of Directors
Terry N. Terry | President

CEO, MessageMakers

Tammy Slavik  | Vice President and Treasurer Manager 
UrbanBeat;

Tom Cathey | Secretary

David Barr | Director
Founder & President, Comprehensive Marketing & 

Planning Services

Brandon Leathers | Director
President/Founder Operation Possible Worldwide 

Ministries

Sarah Eyde | Director 
Partner, Eyde Company

Key Festival Coordinators
Pèricles Gomes

Kayla Green
Jon Herrmann
Dago Schelin
Tammy Slavik

Bob Titus

Michigan JazzFest & Michigan BluesFest 2020 
September 13-20
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9/15 (cont) 9/18 (cont)

9/16
WED

9/17
THURS  

8:00pm
Jon Gewirtz Quartet (Live)

6:00pm
Stan Budzynski & Third Degree (Live)

7:00pm
Elden Kelly 

8:00pm
RJ Spangler and TBone Paxton Sextet  (live)

8:00pm
Chris Canas Band (Live)

5:10pm
Dago Schelin & Peter Herrmann
play The Beatles (Live from Germany)

6:00pm
Atomic Hullabaloo (Live)

6:00pm
Kathleen & the Bridge Street Band (Live)

7:00pm
Four Space Clowns (Live from Brazil)

2:00pm
Gregory D. and Company 
(live)

Jon Gewirtz has performed throughout the 
United States, Europe, and Brazil in various 
styles including classical, jazz, funk, salsa, R&B, 
blues, and pop. He is a member of faculty jazz 
ensembles from LCC and Hillsdale College.

9:00pm
Freddie Cunningham & Friends

Stan Budzynski & 3rd Degree features premier 
slide guitarist Stan Budzynski, bassist Ron 
Bretz, drummer Rick Alicea, and keyboardist 
Roger Little. In 2005 and again in 2009 Stan 
Budzynski & 3rd Degree won the Capital Area 
Blues Society’s annual Blues Brawl with sets 
of all-original tunes. The recent addition of 
vocalist Catherine Groll brings a fresh element 
of energy, new harmonies, and a variety of 
electrifying material.

Guitarist, composer and singer Elden Kelly 
has captivated audiences across the country 
with his masterful writing and improvisational 
ability. His music thrives at the nexus of jazz, 
classical and world music, combining a deep 
knowledge of music with astounding and 
engaging performances.His sets are marked by 
exploration and stylistic range, combining jazz 
with a broad range of global music traditions, 
instrumental work and original songs.

Lifelong buddies RJ Spangler & Tbone Paxton 
started working together in 1980 with a very 
popular band around Detroit called the Sun 
Messengers. They toured the east coast, 
Midwest and deep south for a number of 
years. Back then Tbone was awarded a Motor 
City Music Award for best trombonist. He 
has also become quite an engaging vocalist. 
In fact, he has been nominated the last two 
years as best jazz vocalist at the Detroit Music 
Awards. The two are cornerstone members 
of the 9 pc Planet D Nonet, and as such, have 
toured to 11 states, released as many CDs and 
garnered 6 Detroit Music Awards. 

Canas’ diverse sound and powerful 
energy keeps blues alive and interesting 
for all music lovers. His set includes a 
great blend of covers and originals that 
keep you captivated from beginning 
to end.

“Queen of the Blues,” Kathleen Walters, 
has been captivating audiences since the 
formation of her first band, Blues Xpress, 
in the late 90s. In 2020 she performs with 
Kathleen & the Bridge St Band, winners 
of the 2019 West Michigan Blues Society 
International Blues Challenge (WMBS IBC), 
with Steve Dely on slide guitar, Doug Fritch on 
guitar, Tim Brouhard on bass and harmonica 
and Eric Payne on drums.

With Pericles Gomes, Mateus Brandao, Smile 
and Will Brazilian
This unique Brazilian band plays classic tunes 
and original ones, mixed with lots of fun and 
creativity. Not only do they have musical 
talent, but also lots of dancing, standup 
comedy and theatrical skills. Of course, they 
are not from planet Earth!

Yes, an (unpretentious) reinterpretation of 
the Beatles. Brazilian (but not overdoing it), 
acoustic (a bit of bass, a bit of percussion). This 
project is a longing for a 60s vibe, bridging time 
and cultures. It’s a confabulation with John, 
Paul, George and Ringo, into the thoughts 
and feelings expressed in their music. A re-
tropicalism with progressive tendencies.

9/20
SUN  

9/18
FRI 

9/19
SAT

9:15pm
tamir hendelman trio

9:30pm
brandon rose from troubadour studios

5:10pm
Dago Schelin & Cris Gavazzoni play Beatles (Live from Germany)

7:00pm
Nelson Mozart plays  Bossa Nova (Brazil)

7:00pm
Patrick Ricoy (Live from Brazil)

9:00pm
capital city records

9:15pm
chris canas band Q&A (live)

9:30pm
luther Allison (live from new york)

11:00am
Let’s Shout with Industry COGIC (Live)

12:00pm
Brazilian Barbecue Band from the Atlantic 
RainForest (Live)

6:00pm
The Corzo Effect (live)

8:00pm
Root Doctor (Live)

9:15pm
Root Doctor Q&A (Live)

9:30pm
LUTHER ALLISON (LIVE FROM NEW YORK)

The Corzo Effect strives to create a laid-back 
atmosphere for people to come relax and 
groove to some smooth blues tunes! With Josh 
Corzo, bass, Stephen Boone, keys, and Caleb 
Robinson, drums.

Root Doctor plays a diverse mix of classic 
soul and R&B alongside traditional blues 
and inspired original material. 25 years of 
club, concert and festival performances, 
they have released six recordings to local 
and national acclaim. Their 2013 release, 
New Attitude, has been receiving airplay 
and rave reviews from around the world, 
including Australia, Italy and Japan.

9:00pm
Michael Reed trio

9:00pm
Michael Reed trio

Very Important Partners

Donations

It has been a challenging year for the arts. 
Your support would be greatly appreciated. Please donate.
https://www.micharts.org/donate-1

A virtual tip jar for musicians in our lineup is available on our 
Crowdcast livestream. You can also donate to bands on our list.

Founding Sponsor:

Gregg Hill and
Lois Mummaw

8:00pm
Circuit Blues Band (Live)

Hailing from Flint, Saginaw, Detroit, and 
Lansing, the Circuit Band has amazed crowds 
all across the Midwest with their heavy-
hitting soul and blues music. Vocals are led 
by powerhouse Tony Purifoy, and the band 
consists of drummer Steve McCray, bassist 
Coreyeon Ingram, guitarist Scott Vandel, and 
keyboardist Mike Lynch. 

9:00pm
Milt Hinton Exclusive (with intro by Pericles Gomes and 
Terry Terry) (backstage pass rewind)

This is a Jazz Workshop, which took place 
in February of 1995 at MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY. It was documented by professor 
Pericles Gomes (PhD in Education at MSU). Milt 
Hinton talks about the history of American 
Jazz and demonstrates his invention, slap 
acoustic double Bass playing! He also talks 
about his amazing photography.  

9:45pm
brian michael fisher (backstage pass rewind)

9:45pm
Lawrence “Lo” Leathers Tribute featuring Wynton Marsalis 

9:55pm
big lou (backstage pass rewind)

Michigan JazzFest & Michigan BluesFest 2020 
September 13-20
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

2019

We’d like to thank all our loyal customers for 
putting up with us for Ten Years!

5525 S. Cedar 9AM-9PM

3205 W. Saginaw 9AM-Midnight

9927 Grand River Ave. Brighton
112 South main St. Leslie

CBD candy, lotions, pain creams, 
vape liquid tinctures, dog treats
kratom, kava, kanna, organics

disc golf, new mods, dime bags, detox
COME CHECK US OUT!

5525 S. Cedar 9AM-9PM 3205 W. Saginaw 9AM-Midnight

CONTEST

2020

VOTE FOR US!
Best Smoke Shop
Best Vape Shop

HALF 
OFF

1 Kratom Shot 
or 

Bag of 
Kratom 

Gummies

9927 Grand River Ave. Brighton

Salt Juice and 
Smok Mods
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ARTS & CULTURE ART • BOOKS • FILM • MUSIC

By DAVID WINKELSTERN
Never describe Dixon’s violin play-

ing with a label or brand it with a 
specific genre.  That is precisely the 
kind of “fit into a box” categorization 
he scorns. Dixon, whose legal name 

is David James 
H a m m o n d , 
is a musician 
and philoso-
pher who never 
plays the same 
song twice and 
never asks for 
people to limit 
themselves to 
narrow catego-

ries.
He’s bringing his Humankindness 

Tour to Okemos on Thursday. The 
outdoor concert is at Blue Mitten 
Farms, and attendees are asked to 
bring their own chairs, blankets and 
beverages. A yoga and meditation 
class with Katy Joe DeSantis will pre-
cede the 7 p.m. concert.

“Humankindness is the blending 
of humankind and kindness,” Dixon 
said. “I believe we are all connected 
and we can honor each other with 
compassion and care.” 

Dixon was raised in greater Flint 
and lived 17 years in Lansing before 
moving to Dearborn and more 
recently Ann Arbor. “I’m blessed to 
have a comfy home and wooded land 
that I share with my beloved, Leslie,” 
he said.

Using a five-string Yamaha EV-205 
electric violin and a bank of effects 
and looping pedals, he makes tru-
ly unique sounds. The extra low C 
string and digital enhancements give 
him a six-or-seven-octave range to 
play with. The system Dixon invent-
ed makes him an all live, one man 
symphony. “I love the idea that what 
you see is one person with a violin but 
what you hear is 12,” he said.

Besides manipulating the violin, he 
has to listen closely to all the layers s 
to harmonize and keep rhythm with 
them. “I believe there is an analogy 
there in life,” Dixon said.  “In addi-
tion to speaking our truths, we need 
to be carefully listening to others in 
order that we work together.”

Dixon improvises multiple rhyth-
mic and melodic violin repetitions 
with the loops — adding percussive 

noises, power chords, speed runs and 
more on top of the recordings.  Dixon 
might pluck, strike, or bow his metal-
lic violin — or attack the fret board 
like a rock guitar god. 

The result can be a swirling cas-
cade of sounds or gentle, harmonious 
patterns.  Even Dixon doesn’t know 
where a spontaneous composition 
might go.  “It’s a delight to see what 
sonic landscape I can create and play 
with,” he said.

Dixon’s favorite composition is 
called “The Song That Doesn’t Exist 
— Yet.” He creates it live. Like his 
concerts, the instrumental is never 
the same, twice.

Dixon’s between-song chats do have 
some of the same messages.  He has 
three recorded TED Talks that are 
easily streamed that feature Dixon’s 
uplifting and consistent philosophies.

“In my first, I took the audience on 
a journey of catharsis,” Dixon said.  
“My second was sharing a bit of my 
story of walking away from the cor-
porate world to follow my dream, and 
my most recent was about defying 
categories.”

Dixon, 50, who has been train-
ing on the violin since age 10, never 
planned to make a career out of solo 

performances. He played in various 
orchestras, including the Midland 
Symphony, but got a graduate degree 
in computer science from Michigan 
State University.  “Yes, I’m a geek,” 
Dixon said.

For most of his life he had a tech 
career. “I was director of technolo-
gy for a couple of successful startup 
companies in Lansing for over 15 
years,” Dixon said. “My specialty was 
multi-dimensional data visualiza-
tion,” he said. A liberating trip to the 
Burning Man festival in Nevada in 
2005 changed everything.

“After living my life only using 
my head, when I realized the power 
of sharing from the heart, and the 
soul-moving, even spiritual experi-
ences you can share through music, 
I knew I had to do this full time,” 
Dixon said.

He now boasts 10 performances 
at Burning Man, and more shows in 
states than he can count. “I’ve played 
much of the United States, as well as 
a number of shows across Canada, a 
couple of times in Mexico, and even 
once in South Africa,” Dixon said. 
He always wants people to leave his 
shows with feeling “they can do any-
thing they set their mind to.”

The Humankindess Tour, which 
gets its electricity from Dixon’s own 
solar battery-powered PA and lights 
— is his first since the Covid shut-
down. “Instead of doing a smaller 
number of big shows, I’m doing a ton 
of small ones,” he said.  

Audiences are usually kept to 50 
people in a large outdoor space — 
the Okemos show allows no more 
than 100. Attendees are encouraged 
to wear masks whenever entering or 
leaving their spots.  So far, the social 
distancing has been great, Dixon 
said. “Occasionally, someone forgets 
and offers to shake my hand. This is 
very different from some other events 
I’ve read about where the attitude is 
to ignore safety,” he said.  

A portion of the ticket fees goes to 
support Black Lives Matter.  “We have 
been able to donate over $2,000 and 
counting,” Dixon said.  “I acknowl-
edge all the privileges I’ve had in my 
life so I am happy to support this 
important cause.”

Dixon’s Violin: One man, five strings, and endless possibilities

Dixon’s 
Humankindness 
Tour
Thursday, Sept. 17, 
Doors at 5:30
$20 Advance, $25 At Door
Kids Under 12, Free
Blue Mitten Farms
4977 Cornell Rd, Meridian 
Charter Twp. 48864

Courtesy of Aaron Lingenfelter

Experimental 
violinist Dixon, 
performs at Blue 
Mitten Farms in 
Okemos on 
Thursday.
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VOTED TOP JEWELER FOR THE LAST 3 YEARS! 517-267-7600 

SING SOME MORE!
With Deborah Diesen
September 19 · 7pm

Beloved Pout Pout Fish author Deborah 
Diesen stops in for a virtual storytime 
on Facebook to share her new book 
Sing Some More! Written in rhyme and 
full of musical fun this story introduces 
musical vocabulary to children through 
four spirited birds.

THE GOOD FIGHT 
With Jana Kramer & Mike Caussin

September 24 · 7pm

Award-winning country music star Jana 
Kramer and husband former NFL player 
Mike Caussin join us virtually to share 
their new book “The Good Fight.” 
Purchase of the book is required to 
attend the event and is ordered through
kramercaussin.eventbrite.com

ALL THE WAYS TO SHOP
Whatever is most comfortable for 
you, we’ll meet you there with a 

book, and a smile.

Shop in store, order ahead for curbside 
pick-up (call 517.349.8840) or

ship to home with an online order at 
SchulerBooks.com.

Store Hours:
10am-7pm Mon–Sat,
11am-6pm Sundays

REGISTER FOR VIRTUAL EVENTS ON 
OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE:

Facebook.com/SchulerBooks
SchulerBooks.com/Event

Meridian Mall · Okemos

By BILL CASTANIER
Former Jackson Community College 

professor Deb Davies is making her 
debut as a mystery novelist with 
“Northern Light,” published by BHC 
Press. 

“Northern Light,” which has nothing 
to do with the aurora borealis, is set 
in northern Michigan on the banks of 
the Au Sable River. Davies, who taught 
creative writing and basic writing, said 
the light she refers to in the title comes 
from the clear light artists like to work 
with, which appears in the cold crisp 
air of northern Michigan.

These backwoods mysteries, often 
set in Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
Michigan, are called “cozies” in the 
mystery genre, where the murder and 
violence tend to be offset. Early on in 
Davies’ book, the writing has all the 
feelings of a cozy but soon becomes as 
dark as a Stephen King thriller.

Because Davies has crossed over into 
old age, she said she wanted to write a 
mystery novel featuring older protago-
nists that weren’t victims and had nor-
mal lives and romances.

Davies, a lifetime fan of mysteries, 
also said she wanted to write a mystery 
where friendships last a long-time. 
“You don’t kill lead characters, and not 
everyone has to die,” she said.

The two lead protagonists, Claire 
and Laurel, have been friends from 
childhood. Claire has recently lost 
her husband, George, and Laurel has 
recently divorced a seedy philandering 
husband. Laurel comes to visit Claire, 
accompanied by her daughter Jen and 
a new friend of Jen’s, Charles, an ama-
teur ornithologist whose birding skills 
are integral to the book. Always the 
perfect host, Claire has a welcoming 
party with her friends from the near-
by town. As it turns out, one of these 
friends likely has a malevolent bent 
when it comes to Claire.

Things start to go terribly wrong 

when what appears to be a wayward 
raven is found trapped in Claire’s 
house. The raven does incredible dam-
age, but that is only a sign of things to 
come. As the mystery ramps up, the 
local sheriff Arnie enters the story. He 
appears to have a crush on the newly 
widowed Claire, so you immediate-
ly wonder if there is a spark that will 
start a fire.

“When I started the book, Arnie was 
only going to be a throw-away,” Davies 
said.

Spoiler alert: Davies said she is 
under contract to write a series fea-
turing her characters, so we know they 
come out of this mystery alive. She has 
set the next book in Michigan’s Garden 
Peninsula and the following one in 
Empire on the Lake Michigan coast.

Davies said she wanted to feature 
Michigan’s natural treasures because 
she has run across too many people 
who know nothing about Michigan. 
One told her Michigan has no big lakes 
and another said we have no sandy 

beaches.
Davies said as she moved into her 

70s, she wanted to learn something 
new and create a challenge for herself. 
Writing a mystery was the answer.

She said the first three chapters came 
to her almost as if she was in a dream. 
Davies said the characters, both male 
and female, are clearly based on amal-
gams of people she knows. “People I 
know and respect have gotten into the 
book,” She said.

Davies has a Montgomery Ward kit 
house with her husband, Rick. They 
use it as a cottage at Luzerne on the 
Big Creek, which feeds into the Au 
Sable River. Her familiarity with the 
natural world adds believability to the 
book’s plot. Though, she did admit to 
researching birds.

Davies said the novel took more than 
a year from start to finish. 

“The first three chapters came easily, 
but chapters four through six took sev-
en to nine months,” she said. “It took 
me forever to get the mystery’s tone 
right.”

She also said getting the antagonist 
down correctly was complicated and 
the hardest thing in doing the book.

Davies also said she worked hard to 
get the setting right of Claire’s home on 
Big Creek.

“It was important to have it well 
described,” she said. The bar and 
restaurant Ma Deeters makes an 
appearance in the book, and it’s where 
Claire chugs four Bloody Marys after a 
sexual dalliance.

Davies’ dry sense of humor is also 
evident throughout the book, and 
lends enough comic relief to take some 
of the tension off the rising dread of 
evil.

It won’t be long before the next 
Big Creek mystery is published, since 
Davies has submitted a draft to the 
publisher.

“I was sorry to say good bye to the 

characters, and when you are old 
enough god knows what’s going to 
happen to you,” she said.

Deb Davies makes her mystery novel debut with ‘Northern Light’

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m. 
332-0332 s We validate parking

For online store and GoFundMe links,
go to curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m. 
332-8444 s Free Parking.  Email us at

 thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

We have books you always 
wanted but never knew existed!

Quality Used Books at Great Prices!

Find us on Facebook!

3131 S. US 27 • St. Johns, MI 48879
989.224.7674 • www.andyts.com

Open All Week 8-8

IN THE MARKET FRESH FROM THE FIELD
WAGON RIDES!

Pumpkins • Gourds
Apples • Cider • Donuts • Pies

Andy T’s Farm Market

517-267-7600
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betterhealthstore.com
East Lansing (Frandor)

305 N Clippert Ave
Across from Frandor Mall

517-332-6892
Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am-9pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

Lansing
6235 West Saginaw Hwy

517-323-9186
Hours: Mon-Sat: 9am -8pm

Sun: 11am-6pm

� ere’s no better time to stock up

SUPER 
SUPPLEMENT 

SALE

MARKET & CAFÉ

TUESDAY- FRIDAY SEPT 29 – OCT 2 
@ all locations and betterhealthstore.com

50 R
ET

A
IL%

OFFUP
 TO

ON 25 BRANDS

Save on vitamins, probiotics,  protein, collagen, CBD and more

&

SUPPLEMENTS

50 RE
TA

IL%
OFF

30 RE
TA

IL%
OFF35 RE

TA
IL%

OFF

40 RE
TA

IL%
OFF

Favorite Things

Robert Jenkins is lawyer by day 
and comedian by night. He is one of 
the hosts of Mac’s Monday Comedy 
Night. Jenkins has released two 
albums, Achievement Unlocked and 
Attempted Salvation. In his spare 
time, Jenkins enjoys gaming, play-
ing the piano and going to the gun 
range. At the range, he gets to spend 
quality time with his favorite thing, a 
Springfield SAINT AR-15 pistol. 

I got it in May, actually. This was 
during the protests. You know, when 
they all went down and stormed the 
Capitol with all their guns. I said, 
“OK, I see how it is.” I had a couple 
guns before that, but after that, I was 
like, “I want the same shit they have.”

So, I went online and I found this 
gun. The Springfield SAINT. It’s a 
pistol, but it’s on the AR platform. 
It’s a pistol because it has a very short 
barrel, 10 inches. But it shoots the 
same rounds as an AR-15. I love this 
thing. I put a scope on it, a red dot 
sight, a magazine that holds a hun-
dred rounds. 

Growing up, my parents wouldn’t 
let me touch a gun. When we had 
water guns, they had to look car-
toonish. I didn’t understand it when 
I was a child. Looking back on it, 
they didn’t want me playing with a 
fake gun, then have the police shoot 
me and kill me like they did to Tamir 
Rice. 

I got my first gun when I started 
doing comedy. There was an incident 
at this bar in the middle of nowhere. 
These three guys thought they were 
going to jump me, and the owner of 
the bar wouldn’t escort me out to my 
car. And I don’t call the police, so I 
had to get out of that situation on my 
own. 

There were three of them and only 
one of me. I would’ve been at a dis-

advantage. For comedy, I travel alone 
a lot. I don’t really believe in inter-
acting with the police. Any problems 
that I have, I will have to solve them 
myself. That’s what started it. After 
that incident, I got my concealed 
carry license and got a gun. Then, I 
got a few more guns along the way. 
Now, here I am. For me, it’s strictly a 
self-defense thing.

Most of the time, there are only 
four or five rounds exchanged 
between people. You have to know 
how to react quickly. Even simply 
drawing your gun. You’d be shocked 
how many people don’t even practice 
that. If you can’t get the gun out, then 
what good is it? 

I’ve never been into guns like I am 
right now. But given our current cli-
mate and watching how things are 
going, I wish more liberal people 
would get into guns. The liberal side 
definitely doesn’t have as many as 
guns as they do. We gotta start buy-
ing some.

Interview edited and condensed by 
Cole Tunningley. If you have a sug-
gestion or would like to submit your 
own Favorite Thing email Skyler@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Robert Jenkins and his 
Springfield SAINT AR-15 pistol
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

Vote Us for

If you are looking for the unique gift, we can help....

Hand Made Michigan Amish Made Memory Box...
A beautiful way to have your cherished keepsakes from loved ones kept 

close together for you to enjoy...

BEST ART GALLERY

307 E. Cesar E. Chavez Ave | Lansing
(517) 482-8845 | www.absolutegallery.net

Historic Michigan Scenes... 
on a coaster

Mary Murphy 
Typewriter Art
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20% OFF
ALL IN STOCK ITEMS
Must show ad for discount
Cannot be used on items billed to insurance

727 Lincoln Ct. Lansing, MI 48917       517.332.3294       frontroomunderfashions.com

WE ARE OPEN!
The store is once again open for walk-ins and by appointment.
We are open Tues-Thurs from 10:00am–4:00pm

By KYLE KAMINSKI
High Life Farms — MB15 Live Hash 
Rosin
Price — $80/gram
THC content — 74.6%

Warning: Live hash rosin isn’t the 
same hippie shit your dad used to 
mash together. And at $80 per gram, 
it’s easily among the most expensive 
products available on the medical 
cannabis market in Lansing. Jars sells 
half-grams for $40. I dabbed it away 
over the course of two nights.

So what makes it so expensive? And 
is it worth shelling out the extra cash?

First, let’s understand the difference 
between resin and rosin. According 
to High Times, live resin typically 
refers to butane hash oil made only 
from fresh bud or trim and frozen 
immediately after harvest to pre-
serve a live-plant aroma and the ter-
penes to go along with it. Live rosin 
is a solvent-free derivative that usually 
involves full melt bubble hash — mak-
ing it one of the most highly sought, 
highest quality concentrates available 
at the retail level, High Times report-
ed. 

Put simply, cured hash rosin doesn’t 
use any solvents at all in its extraction. 
Live hash rosin goes one step further 
by only using freshly frozen plants 
instead of cured product varieties. 

The result is a much more flavorful 

version of your standard bubble hash 
that looks much more like a thick, 
opaque earwax than traditionally 
translucent shatter dabs. It also takes 
more work to produce and typically 
creates a smaller yield — making it 
rare on the modern marijuana market. 

This half-gram nub was enough to 
crack apart into about eight (massive) 
hits over two evenings.

I’m relatively new to concentrates, 
but dab rigs seem to be the most effi-
cient way to smoke them. And I’m 
working it down to a cough-proof sci-
ence: Apply a butane torch for about 
20 seconds. Let it cool off for another 
15 seconds. Drop in a sliver and take 
several slow breaths.

Then lock yourself in for a heady 
sort of buzz that’ll leave you zoning 
for at least two hours. 

I’ve used the word “earthy” to 
describe flower before, but this THC-
packed little nugget set a whole new 
standard. It tasted like someone 
ripped the plant up by the roots and 
somehow packed the entire thing — 
stems and seeds and all — into one 
rich, incredibly smooth toke.

Pro tip: Briefly clean the quartz 
drum with a Q-Tip between every hit. 
Every. Single. Hit. It helps cleans out 
the excess residue and butane taste to 
provide an all-natural flavor for each 

dab. It also helps avoid the massive 
coughing fits I’ve had from overly 
dirty or overheated dab rigs. 

A lot of science. A lot of technique. 
But at the end of the day, was it worth 
the price? Probably not. It was fun 
to try something new and expensive, 
and it’s clearly a high-quality product 
for those with wallets thick enough to 
handle it. But you can usually find a 
variety of powerful concentrates for 
$60 per gram or less. The extra earth-
iness and purity just wasn’t worth the 

$20.
That being said, a few 

tokes of this live hash ros-
in was the perfect com-
plement to a four-hour 
weekday Hulu binge. It 
really didn’t take much to 
trigger a long-lasting buzz 
that simply felt more nat-
ural — with a much more 
clear-headed sort of high 
— compared to some oth-
er concentrates. 

For someone who also 
tends to shop exclusively 
for organic products at 
the grocery store, it was 
also mentally comforting 

to know that no butane or other chem-
icals were used in the extraction. But 
until I get a substantial pay raise, I’ll 
stick to cheaper products so I can still 
afford my dinner.

Kyle Kaminski, a City Pulse staff 
writer, cannabis enthusiast who 
has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Kaminski samples some of the best bud 
in Greater Lansing, gets real high and 
writes about it.

Live hash rosin — the Holy Grail of dabs or expensive hype?
High Life Farms rolls out 
dank (and costly) cannabis 
concentrates

Lansterdam in 
Review: Jars 
Cannabis
7045 S Cedar Street
Lansing
(517) 997-8223
jarscannabis.com

Courtesy

Wax from High Life Farms.
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1434 E. Jolly Rd., Lansing, • Garden Center 517.882.3115

PERRENIELS - Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

Lansing
   Gardens

We also have great services!
• Lawn Clean Up • Mulching • Irrigation 
• Landscaping • Lawn Care • Fertilizer
• TLC for the beautiful space of relaxation
   and enjoyment for the whole family
• Mulch, Soil and Stone Delivery AvailableExcludes Floral Shop

10% off
Everything 

Delivery Not Included, Must 
Present Coupon

MUMS HAVE
ARRIVED!

Contact the office at 517-322-2671 
for Outdoor Beautification Services

MON-FRI 10-6
SAT/SUN 10-3

GARDEN
VEGGIES
NOW
AVAILABLE!

50% off
Select Pond Supplies

While Supplies Last!

FREE 
ANNUALS 

WITH 
DONATION 

TO LANSING 
FOOD BANK
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©2019 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)	           Answers Page 35

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

"Report Card"
--How did we do? 
[#373, Aug. 2008]
By Matt Jones

Across
1 It may be fatal
5 Disease contracted 
by Seal at an early age
10 Brand that pops 
up frequently in 
crosswords?
14 Sitar master 
Shankar
15 ___ ear and out the 
other
16 Get ready for 
surgery
17 Couturier Cassini
18 British pottery 
manufacturer known 
for bone china
19 City that represents 
a county
20 Helgenberger of 
"Erin Brockovich"
21 Less polluted
22 Rowboat need
23 ___-country (Drive-
By Truckers' genre)
25 "Damn, it's cold out!"
26 "Ty Murray's Celebrity 
Bull Riding Challenge" 
network
27 The Hulk's catalyst
29 Food vendor's 
requirement (abbr.)
30 Resource
33 Last name in riding 
lawnmowers
34 "___ bin ein Berliner" 
(famous JFK quote)
35 Desert landscape 
features
36 Spicy spread
37 ___ Na Na (group that 
preceded Jimi Hendrix at 
Woodstock)
38 It's said coming and 
going
39 Kiddie lit web spinner 
who gets a B?
42 Fashion line?

43 Cartoonist who 
created Tintin
44 Insignia on Cardinals 
caps
45 Hathor or Hera, e.g.
47 Won back
51 John's 2008 adversary
56 Gave high honors
58 "Out of Africa" author 
Isak
59 Element taken in 
supplements
60 Flea market event
61 Sets up tents
62 Brand with the 
discontinued flavor Grape 
Watermelon
Down
1 "You'll hear ___ my 
lawyer!"
2 "Ooh ___!"
3 Singer Cocker who 
gets a C?
4 Leeway

5 Cindy Brady's 
impediment
6 Like private phone 
numbers
7 Billionaire Branson who 
gets an F?
8 Price at a dime a dozen, 
perhaps?
9 Fortune teller
10 They're added to foot 
baths
11 "Dilbert" cartoonist 
Adams who gets an A?
12 Equipment
13 Makes a decision
24 Hot concept
26 Chocolate necessity
27 Sum up
28 It comes straight from 
the horse's mouth
31 Fred's wife, on "I Love 
Lucy"
32 ___ Maria (liqueur)
40 Get all emotional and 

teary-eyed
41 Part of GLAAD
45 Fade out, like a light
46 "We ___ song of 
sorrow ..." (lyric from 
Saves the Day's "What 
Went Wrong")
47 Beat too fast, like a 
heart
48 McGregor of "Angels & 
Demons"
49 Mineral that's the 
softest on the Mohs scale
50 Killer whale
52 Bodily system that 
includes the lungs (abbr.)
53 Acronym that 
sometimes means "right 
now"
54 Word after blood 
or fuel
55 Place to play horsey
57 Dungeons & Dragons 
game runners, for short
58 Withdrawal symptoms

SUDOKU						      Intermediate 

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 35

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny      September 16-22, 2020

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): In one of your past 
lives, maybe you were a Neanderthal midwife 
in what’s now southern France. In another 
incarnation, you may have been a 17th-century 
Guarani shaman who shared your knowledge 
about local plants with an Italian Jesuit missionary 
in what's now Uruguay. All the powers and aptitudes 
you perfected in those and other previous ages 
could prove helpful as you cultivate your genius 
in the coming weeks. JUST KIDDING! Cancel my 
previous speculations,. For you Aries folks, past 
achievements are often of secondary importance 
as you create your future. In fact, your mandate is 
usually to transcend the old days and old ways. It 
may be better not to imitate or rely on old stories, 
no matter how dazzling. This will be especially true 
in the coming weeks.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): "There are no 
ordinary feelings," says poet Dean Young. "Just 
as there are no ordinary spring days or kicked 
over cans of paint." That's always true, but it will 
be especially true for you in the coming weeks. I 
suspect you will be host to a wealth of interesting, 
unique, and profound feelings. They might be a bit 
overwhelming at times, but I think they will mostly 
provide rich opportunities for your soul to grow 
deeper and stronger and more resilient.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): "There should 
be a science of discontent," said novelist Frank 
Herbert. "People need hard times and oppression 
to develop psychic muscles." I partially agree with 
that observation, but I also think it's a gratuitous 
cliché that's not at all absolute. In fact, our culture 
is under the spell of a mass delusion that tempts 
us to believe "no pain, no gain" is the supreme 
learning principle. I'd like to see the development of 
a robust science of contentment: how fascination 
and freedom and generosity can build psychic 
muscles. You'll be a good candidate to study that 
subject in the coming weeks.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Cancerian 
songwriter Mathangi Arulpragasam is better 
known by her stage name M.I.A. She has 
accomplished a lot in her 45 years on the planet, 
having been nominated for three Grammy Awards 
and an Academy Award. *Esquire* magazine 
named her the 75th most influential person of the 
21st century. One key to her success is the fact 
that she formulated a clear master plan many 
years ago, and has used it to guide her decisions. 
In her song "Matangi," she refers to it: "If you’re 
gonna be me, you need a manifesto / If you ain’t 
got one, you better get one presto." I bring this to 
your attention, Cancerian, because the coming 
weeks will be an excellent time to formulate (or 
re-formulate) your life manifesto and master plan.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): "If you're not invited to 
the party, throw your own," declares singer and 
actress Diahann Carroll. In the coming weeks, I 
urge you Leos to use that advice as a metaphor 
in every way you can imagine. For example, if 
you're not getting the love you want from a certain 
someone, give it to yourself. If no one hands you 
the opportunity you need, hand it to yourself. If 
you wish people would tell you what you want to 
hear, but they're not saying it, tell yourself what 
you want to hear. It's a time when you need to go 
beyond mere self-sufficiency. Be self-gratifying, 
self-rewarding, self-acknowledging.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): "At the necessary 
moment, going naked will be your most convincing 
disguise," writes poet Dobby Gibson. As I apply 
his witty statement to your life, I'll interpret it 
metaphorically. My sense is that you could really 
use the kind of "disguise" he's talking about. What 
I mean is that you would benefit by appearing to 
be different from what people expect of you. You 
can gain key advantages by shifting the image you 
present to the world—by expressing a part of your 
identity that is not usually obvious. And I think the 
best way to do that is to "go naked"—i.e. be candid 
and transparent and vulnerable about your core 
truths.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libran playwright 

Wendy Wasserstein wrote, "Every year I resolve 
to be a little less the me I know and leave a little 
room for the me I could be. Every year I make a 
note not to feel left behind by my friends and family 
who have managed to change far more than I." I 
recommend Wasserstein's practice to you, dear 
Libra. The coming weeks will be an excellent time 
to launch this ritual as an annual tradition. For best 
results, write it out as a vow. I mean take a pen and 
paper and compose a solemn pledge, then sign it 
on the bottom to seal your determination. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): "I may not lead the 
most dramatic life," confesses singer-songwriter 
Rufus Wainwright, "but in my brain it's War and 
Peace every day." He was referencing Leo Tolstoy's 
sprawling, exuberant 1,200-page novel *War and 
Peace*, which features stories about five families 
who lived through Napoléon's invasion of Russia 
in the 19th century. I'm guessing that these days 
your fantasy life may also be filled with epic fairy 
tales and heroic sagas and tear-jerking myths. 
Is there a problem with that? Not necessarily. It 
could be quite entertaining and educational. I do 
recommend that you keep your actual life a little 
calmer and saner, however.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): "I rejoice to live 
in such a splendidly disturbing time!" said author 
Helen Keller (1880–1968). She was a smart activist 
who worked hard in behalf of women's equality, 
labor rights, antimilitarism, and socialism. Was 
she being sarcastic in saying she loved being alive 
during a time of upheaval? Not at all. She derived 
excitement and vigor from critiquing injustice. Her 
lust for life soared as she lent her considerable 
energy to making life on earth more enjoyable for 
more people. I invite you to consider adopting her 
attitude in the coming weeks. It's a good time to 
experiment with generating the personal power 
that becomes available by taking practical action 
in behalf of your high ideals.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You know what 
perfectionists are: people who obsessively strive 
to finesse every last detail, polishing and honing 
so compulsively that they risk sucking all the 
soul out of the finished product. In contrast to 
them, I propose that we identify a different class 
of humans known as *imperfectionists*. They 
understand that a ferocious drive for utter purity 
can make things sterile and ugly. They resolve to 
cultivate excellence while at the same time they 
understand that irregularities and eccentricities 
may infuse their work with beauty. I hope you'll 
act like an imperfectionist in the coming weeks, 
Capricorn.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): "Everything 
good I’ve ever gotten in life, I only got because I 
gave something else up," writes author Elizabeth 
Gilbert. To that melodramatic declaration, I say, 
"Really? Everything? I don't believe you." And yet 
I do think she has a point. On some occasions, 
the most effective strategy for bringing good new 
influences into our lives is to sacrifice an influence 
or habit or pattern we're attached to. And often 
the thing that needs to be sacrificed is comfortable 
or consoling or mildly pleasurable. I suspect that 
the coming weeks will offer you one of these 
opportunities, Aquarius.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): "I and me are 
always too deeply in conversation," confessed 
philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche. I wonder why 
he said "too deeply" and not just "deeply." Did 
he mean his dialogs with himself distracted him 
from important matters in the world outside of 
his imagination? Was he implying that he got so 
consumed while conducting his self-interviews 
that he lost his bearings and forgot what his goals 
were? With these cautions in mind, Pisces, I invite 
you to dive into an intense but spacious communion 
with yourself. Make this a delightful and illuminating 
conference, not a raging debate or a debilitating 
argument.
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TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

Back in March 1966, a group of 
Grand Ledge high schoolers linked 
up and recorded a few now-classic 
garage rock tracks, including the epi-
cally moody “She Was Mine.” The 
sporadic screams and haunting organ 
set it apart from other bubblier tunes 
of the times.

The original track, cut by The Beaux 
Jens in April 1967, was the flipside to 
“Trouble Baby,” a peppier, but equally 
as brash original. Still, the B-side (“She 
Was Mine”) became the short-lived 
band’s signature track, and has been 
included on piles of ’60s compila-
tions — including in Crypt Records’ 
iconic “Back From the Grave” series. 
Their tunes were also pressed on the 
massive 2007 “SCREAM LOUD!!” box 
set, which collected some of the most 
collectable Mid-Michigan and West 
Michigan ’60s teen-band singles.

Toby Bates, the band’s organ/coro-
net player, recalled The Beaux Jens’ 
modest genesis, which occurred at 
the height of Beatlemania. “We didn’t 
know shit,” Bates told me in 2013. 
“Tim Schram was the musical leader 
because he actually knew chords. At 
the beginning of the band we were still 
learning how to play. We were only 15 
or 16 at the time.”

However, after countless rehears-
als and frequent shows at teen clubs 
across Michigan, the budding musi-
cians developed into an energetic and 
solid live band. 

“I think we were pretty intense,” Bates 
said. “Between Gordy Garris (bass/
vocals) and Joe Panessidi (drums) 

we had two very energetic performers 
on stage. We were an energetic show 
and very fast-paced. We didn’t fool 
around between songs. We were on it. 
Joe was a ball of fire twirling his drum 
sticks around, jumping up and down, 
laughing and smiling.”

Of course, the guys had to juggle 
rock ‘n’ roll with high school. That was 
always kind of a drag, according to 
Bates. 

“None of us were great students,” 
he said. “The more success we got as 
a band, the more we all kind of fizzled 
out on academics. But we had a great 
following at our high school. Along with 
our rivals, Tonto & the Renegades, we 
were all in the same circle. After we 
released the 45, we had a fan club 
between Grand Rapids and Flint.”

That 45, released on Sound of The 

Sceen Records (a vanity label named 
after The Sceen, a teen club the band 
frequented), may have lived on over 
the ensuing decades, but the party 
ended for the band in July 1968 when 
Garris left the group and hooked up 
with a Michigan guitar legend.

“When we lost Gordy, our bass play-
er, to Dick Wagner’s band, The Frost,” 
Bates said. “It was the beginning of 
the end. We tried to replace Gordy 
with two people, and it still didn’t work. 
Two months later it all fizzled out and 
everyone went their own directions.”

With the end of The Beaux Jens 
also came the end of ’60s and the 
end of the garage-band boom. As the 
Vietnam War and Civil Rights protests 
consumed the country, music also 
changed and morphed into more psy-
chedelic sounds. More complicated 

brands of progressive rock became 
the norm, and the primitive 45s left 
behind by young bands like The Beaux 
Jens were left in the dust. But for 
many record collectors, those dusty 
45s never lost a bit of their magic. In 
fact, “She was Mine” sells for over 
$650 when they pop up on eBay. Keep 
an eye out. They’re rare, but worth 
tracking down. True Michigan artifacts. 

Turn it Down: A look back at The Beaux Jens

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

CITY PULSE 

MITTEN MUSIC QUIZ: 
1. 1948’s “Boogie Chillen'” was 
recorded in Detroit by this 
bluesman. 

2. This Calumet, Michigan native 
was a composer and violinist on 
many of Disney’s early films. 

3. This Detroit native debuted in 
1956 with “Byrd Jazz” LP

4. “Stranger in Town” was a 1965 
pop hit for this Coopersville-raised 
musician.

5. In 2003, this indie star released 
his “Michigan” LP, a concept album 
dedicated to his birthplace. 

		    Answers on page 36

The Beaux Jens were a 1960s Grand Ledge-based outfit best know for its highly collectable “Trouble Baby” / “She Was Mine” 45 single. The 1967 sought-after single fetches hundreds of dollars. (Courtesy Photos)

The ’60s Grand Ledge teen band recorded the classic track ‘She Was Mine’

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 33

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 33
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Center, 3145 W Mt Hope Ave, Lansing. 517-
294-6864. 

Guiding Principles for Highly Success-
ful Parenting Webinar Series - 7:30-9 
p.m. canr.msu.edu/events

MParks Foundation Virtual 5k -  Sep-
tember 1-30.  For information and to sign 
up, mparks.org/events

Outdoor Pop Up Art Shop - Michigan 
artists! 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Lansing Art Gallery & 
Education Center, 119 N Washington, Ste 101, 
Lansing. 517-374-6400. 

PeaceQuest Greater Lansing 2020 - 
For September events, go to 
peacequestgreaterlansing.org. 

Researching the Underground Rail-
road in Michigan - 3:30-5 p.m. Michigan 
History Center. Go to facebook.com/pg/
MichiganHistoryCenter

Special Collections Look Club: World 
Travel. 2-2:45 p.m. Online, MSU Libraries, 
East Lansing. bookings.lib.msu.edu. 

Thursday, September 17
Bath Township Farmers Market - 3-7 
p.m. James Couzens Memorial Park, 13751 
Main St., Bath. shopbfm.org.

Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Village Square, 136 N Bridge St, Dimondale. 
517-646-0230. villageofdimondale.org. 

Outdoor Pop Up Art Shop - featuring the 
work of Michigan artists! 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Lan-

sing Art Gallery & Education Center, 119 N 
Washington, Ste 101, Lansing. 517-374-6400. 

Refuge Recovery Lansing Virtual) - 6-7 
p.m. facebook.com/refugerecoverylansing

South Lansing Farmers Market - 3-7 
p.m. Casimir Catholic Church, 800 W 
Barnes Ave, Lansing. 517-374-5700. 

Studio (in)Process at Home - 9-10 p.m. 
MSU Broad.  broadmuseum.msu.edu

Friday, September 18
Outdoor Pop Up Art Shop - Michigan 
artists! 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Lansing Art Gallery & 
Education Center, 119 N Washington, Ste 101, 
Lansing. 517-374-6400. 

Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) 
- 7:30-8:30 p.m. facebook.com/
refugerecoverylansing

Saturday, September 19
Outdoor Pop Up Art Shop - featuring the 
work of Michigan artists! 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Lan-
sing Art Gallery & Education Center, 119 N 
Washington, Ste 101, Lansing. 517-374-6400. 

Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) 
-  7:30-8:30 p.m. facebook.com/
refugerecoverylansing

Sunday, September 20
Community Open Call: Identity 
Through Performance - What does 
it mean to be Asian American? 2-3 p.m. 

events.msu.edu for Zoom link.

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Valley Court Park, 300 Valley 
Court, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Lansing JazzFest - The annual Michigan 
JazzFest will be a week-long interactive on-
line event.  Jazzlansing.com

Monday, September 21
Refuge Recovery Lansing 
(Virtual) - 6-7 p.m.  facebook.com/
refugerecoverylansing

Tuesday, September 22
Doing Site Nominations - The Michigan 
Underground Railroad Heritage Gathering. 
3:30-5 p.m. For info, go to  facebook.com/
pg/MichiganHistoryCenter

Special Collections Virtual Pop-
up: Dangerous Books! - Get ready for 
Banned Books Week with a look at the most 
dangerous books in Special Collections! 1-2 
p.m. Online, MSU Libraries, East Lansing. 
bookings.lib.msu.edu.

ON THE

TOWN
Events must be entered through the calendar 

at lansingcitypulse.com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the following week’s issue. 

Charges may apply for paid events to appear 
in print. If you need assistance, please call 

Suzi at (517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, September 16
2020 East Lansing Kiwanis “Virtual 
BBQ” - 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. For info and 
tickets: elkiwanis.org. 

Allen Farmers Market -  2:30-7 p.m. 
Allen Farmers Market 2020, 2100 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing.

Book a Librarian - Book a 25 minute 
virtual appt.  for  one-on-one tech help. 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. dewittlibrary.org

Grandhaven Carnival for Essential 
Workers - 4-6 p.m. Grandhaven living 

MITTEN MUSIC QUIZ ANSWERS
1. John Lee Hooker
2. Paul Smith
3. Donald Byrd
4. Del Shannon
5. Sufjan Stevens

Sponsored by Soldan’s Pet Supplies
soldanspet.com

Knapp Is a bouncy 
young gentleman who came 
in as a stray. He would do 
great with a family who has 
experience training dogs.  
He gets along with other 
dogs but might chase a cat!

Higgins  is a sweet shy guy 
who just wants someone of his own 
to love. Would do best with an easy-
going female and is good with kids. 

Shiffed   is a handsome 
outgoing guy who is very affection-
ate, loves attention and is waiting 
patiently for his forever home. He 
should be fine with kids and other 
cats.

Sponsored by 
Schuler Books

Sponsored by
City Pulse

In memory of
Rodica’s cats

Sponsored by 
Anne & Dale Schrader

Nautilus  is an adorable 
male kitten who is ready for his new 
home. Who can resist hat handsome 
face? We have many adorable kittens 
ready for adoption.

Sam  is a sweet, very shy 
guy who needs a patient, quiet 
family who will give him time to 
come out of his shell. He is not 
aggressive or hissy, just scared. 

Sponsor a pet on the next Adoption Page for only $35, $6 goes to the shelter. 
To sponsor, call 999-5061 now!! Adopt a pet on this page and Soldan’s will thank 

you with a $10 gift certificate.  Contact (517) 999-5061 after you adopt.To adopt one of these pets, visit the ICAS at  600 Buhl St., Mason, call 
(517) 676-8370 to make an appt. or go to ac.ingham.org.

Ingham County Animal Shelter

Lansing
6201 W. Saginaw Hwy
5200 S. MLK Jr. Blvd
Okemos
1802 W. Grand River Ave.
DeWitt
12286 Old U.S. 27
Charlotte
515 Lansing St.

Barlow  is a sweet, affec-
tionate older girl who loves people 
and is happiest when she is with 
them. She’s a mystery mutt, possibly 
whippet/beagle, a great beauty no 
matter what she is!

Shea  came in quite shy and 
fearful but has blossomed and 
would love a home with no other 
pets, lots of couches and a person of 
her own to cuddle with.

Sponsored by
Lily Gee and Bob Hollenshead

Sponsored by
Lily Gee and 

Bob Hollenshead

Karen  is a very shy lady 
with beautiful face mark-
ings! She’s a little nervous but 
has a sweet personality and 
would prefer a home with 
other easy going animals 
and gentle older kids. 
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ONLINE ORDERS

El Azteco East Lansing
225 Ann St East Lansing • 517.351.9111• elazteco.net

Dine in & Carry Out available

Come Enjoy The Rooftop Patio

Take Out Always Available

Dublin Square Irish Pub 

DUBLIN SQUARE  
327 Abbot Rd East Lansing • 517.351.2222 • dublinsquarepub.us

Patio seating with music
Kitchen open til 10PM everyday

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

• Best Mexican
• Best Socially
   Distanced Patio

Best Irish 
Restaurant

Best Socially
Distanced 

Patio

NOW OPEN!

Margarita’s to go!
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

$1350

404 N. Verlinden, Lansing • 517.484.9661

HARRY’S PLACE

404 N. Verlinden, Lansing    517.484.9661

All-you-can-eat Fish Fry
Fridays 4pm-8pm

$1195

THANKS FOR MAKING US 
Final Five Best Fish Fry and Final Five 

Best Gay/Lesbian Bar!
Please give us one more vote!

CONTEST

2020

VOTE 
FOR US 
IN THIS 
YEAR’S 
CONTEST!

Best Neighborhood Bar
Best Fish Fry

Best Trivia Night

All-You-Can-Eat 
Fish Fry

Fridays 4 to 8 PM

CONTEST

2019

Vote for us
2020 Best

CONTEST

2020

Vote for Crunchy’s for
• Burger
• Karaoke
• Comedy Night
• Happy Hour
• Pub/Restaraunt
• Open Mic Night
• Spartan Sports Hangout
• Best Hangout for Students

254 W Grand River Ave
East Lansing

www.crunchyseastlansing.com

Follow on 
Facebook.com/crunchyseastlansing 
for exclusive deals and promotions

CONTEST

2020

BEST in:

By SKYLER ASHLEY
Sultan’s Mediterranean Cuisine & 

Bakery owner Bassam Mahmoud says 
he is the grandfather of Mediterranean 
food in Greater Lansing, having helped 
many fellow local restaurateurs get 
their start in the industry at Sultan’s. 
Though his restaurant’s main location 
has moved from Hannah Plaza to down-
town East Lansing, he’s still serving the 
classic dishes that have made his restau-
rant a mainstay. Right now, you can 

enjoy Sultan’s by dining-in and ordering 
takeout or delivery. 

Mahmoud said the switch came about 
because rent at the original Hannah 
Plaza location, where Sultan’s first 
opened in 1995, was becoming unjusti-
fiably expensive. He found a much bet-
ter price at the new spot on Grand River 
Avenue and made the move. An addition-
al perk, Mahmoud said, is the extra foot 
traffic Sultan’s can attract from the stu-
dents living off campus in East Lansing.  
“When COVID-19 started, by law I could 

Sultan’s Mediterranean relocates to downtown East Lansing
Sultan’s 
Mediterranean
Monday-Saturday, 
11:30 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.
1381 E. Grand River 
Ave., East Lansing
(517) 333-4444, 
sultansmediterranean.
com

See Sultan’s, Page 39  

Courtesy

A falafel combo from Sultan's Mediterranean. 
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Happy Hour 7 days a week
Save 10% if you order online before 6pm!

3415 E Saginaw St • Lansing • (517) 580-3720

Order online for pickup, curbside & delivery: 
caskandcompany.com

Mon & Tues: CLOSED
Wed - Sat: 12pm - 7pm

Sun: 12pm - 6pm

Our
Patio is
Open!

Plates, Sandwiches, 
Pies & More

Featuring traditional Jordanian 
plates like Mansaf & more

We take pride in making our dough, 
bread, pies, sweets, and food because 

quality is what matters to us and to our 
customers. We make our falafel from 

scratch! 

3700 S. Waverly Rd.
Lansing, MI 48911
517-887-3888

ORDER ONLINE: 
crazycrablansingmi.kwickmenu.com

625 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing • 517.580.8611

goodfellasbageldeli@gmail.com
M-F 7-3 • Sa 9-3 • Su #forgetaboutit

Serving bagel sandwiches and 
waffles you’ll kill for, 

coffee & more

Carryout • Dine-In
Delivery through DoorDash

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

BEST BAGELS
BEST NEW RESTAURANT

Go Vote! Bada-Bing!NEW LOCATION!
4832 W. SAGINAW HWY.

LANSING
NEXT TO HARBOR FREIGHT

Open for Dine-In 
• Carry Out • 

Catering

only do catering and carryout. That was 
not enough to cover my expenses, so 
that got me thinking about downsizing,” 
Mahmoud said. “I have gotten a few new 
customers, and they left good reviews 
and will probably be coming back.”

Though Sultan’s is open for dine-
in, Mahmoud said customers in East 
Lansing still seem a little shy about 
returning to the restaurant for a sit-
down meal. “Ninety-five percent of my 
business is carryout and delivery through 
Uber, DoorDash and GrubHub,” he said. 
“My old customers that have known me 
for a long time, they keeping coming to 
support me.”

At the new Sultan’s location in East 
Lansing, diners can still expect to enjoy 
the same famous dishes that made 
Sultan’s become a Greater Lansing 
mainstay. Mahmoud said a popular 
dish that is ordered again and again, is 
Sultan’s signature chicken shawarma. 
Mahmoud said his favorite dish is the 
deboned, charbroiled chicken. “I like 
dark meat, so when I need to eat here, 
I eat the deboned chicken,” Mahmoud 

said. “I eat it as a combo with hummus, 
salad and rice.” 

Mahmoud swears by his freshly pre-
pared, in-house ingredients. Nothing 
is frozen and nothing, besides tomato 
paste, comes from a can. Sultan’s shish 
kafta is prepared with a blend of meats 
that Mahmoud makes himself using 
cuts of lamb and beef. “I don’t trust the 

ground beef from outside,” Mahmoud 
said. “I’m very sensitive about serving 
pork or ham. I saw a report by ABC that 
discovered that packages of meat that 
claimed to be 100 percent beef would 
still have five percent pork.”

Though Mahmoud has a pharmaceu-
tical degree, he is continuing his fami-
ly’s line of work by being a restaurateur. 

“My passion is in restaurants. My father 
used to own restaurants back home in 
Syria, I used to study and work with him 
all my life, until I came to this country,” 
Mahmoud said. “Being in the restaurant 
business has been a part of my life since 
I was a kid. I am the one who’s opened 
the doors of my restaurant for the past 
25 years. I do my job out of love. ”

Sultan’s
from page 38
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AWARD WINNING BBQ + 18 TAPS 
OF PURE GOLDEN JOY = A GREAT TIME! 

18 ROTATING CRAFT, MICHIGAN MADE AND 
3 DOMESTIC BEERS ON TAP 

VOTED BEST BBQ IN THE
TOP OF THE TOWN CONTEST
FROM DAY ONE! 

CARNIVORES
LOVE MEAT! 

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

#1 BEST BBQ 2013, 
2014, 2015, 2016, 

2017, 2018 AND 2019

LOVE MEAT! LOVE MEAT! 
CONTEST

2020

VOTE FOR US!
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Vote for us 
in the Top 

of the 
Town 

Contest

Help us win 
Best 

Fish Fry 
& Best Fried 

Chicken

2417 E. Kalamazoo, Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 993-5988 • www.eastsidefishfry.com

The only American owned & operated fish fry

Delivery available through delivery.com

Featured on 
Diners,  

Drive-Ins &  
Dives More than 

Fish! 
Burgers & 

Steak fresh off 
the Grill, too!

BUY any
DINNER
GET 2ND
DINNER
50% OFF

One per customer
Expires 12/31/20
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WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064
Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Buddies Holt
2040 Aurelius Rd, Ste 12
Holt
(517) 699-3670
www.buddiesbars.com

DISCOVER YOUR NEW FAVORITE SPOT! Traditional 
classics and great drinks. Burgers, Mexican entrees, pizza 
and appetizers. Buddies Bowls you can’t get anywhere else. 
Locally owned and operated for over 20 years.

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 882-1777
eloasistruck.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Appetizers

Crazy Crab
3700 S. Waverly Rd.
Lansing
(517) 887-3888
crazycrablansingmi.
kwickmenu.com

LIP SMACKING UNIQUE CAJUN BROIL Now re-
opened for carry out. Please order online at our new web-
site: crazycrablansingmi.kwickmenu.com Currently you 
can get the best broil around from 3-9PM but we’ll extend 
our hours soon. Or come in or place order by phone.

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

OPEN FOR 
FULL SERVICE

TUESDAY-
SATURDAY 11-7

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Goodfellas Bagel Deli
625 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing
(517) 580-8611
goodfellasbageldeli.com

OPEN FOR PICKUP, DINE IN AND
DELIVERY! Stop in and grab a bagel sandwich, or 
try one of our new waffle sandwiches. We feature a 
variety of flavors of bagels and spreads. Hot coffee 
and freshly made juices, too!

Airport Tavern
5000 N. Grand River Ave
Lansing
(517) 321-3852
FB: @AirportTaverandSteakhouse

WELCOME BACK! For 50 years, Airport Tavern & 
Steakhouse has been a staple of Lansing's community. Full 
bar, daily lunch and dinner specials. Ribs, steak, burgers 
and salads are all crowd pleasers at this neighborhood 
establishment.

Smoke N’ Pig
908 Elmwood Rd
Lansing
(517) 582-5100
thesmokenpig.com

WE SMOKE THE VERY BEST FOR OUR GUESTS! Give 
us a call for carryout and curbside pick up. You can also order 
online. Great flavors on traditional BBQ favorites. Pulled pork, 
brisket and chicken. Turkey ribs, wings and fantastic side dish-
es, too. Try loaded mac and cheese or pulled pork nachos. 

Bell's Greek Pizza
1135 E. Grand River
East Lansing
(517) 332-0858
thebellspizza.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1967. Pizza 
made fresh and ready to bust your hunger! Unique flavors 
you won't find anywhere else - Spinach Pie pizza, Shwarma 
pizza, Greek pizza. Grinders, pita wraps, salads and pastas, 
too. We cater! Order online at thebellspizza.com

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

SPONSORED CONTENT

517-582-5100
517-712-7536 
517-256-0256

TO
ORDER

908 Elmwood Rd • Lansing

thesmokenpigbbq.com

PICK UP • CURBSIDE • GrubHub • Doordash

BUY ONE ENTREE 
GET ONE HALF OFF!
Coupon good in store only (not with 3rd party delivery service.) 

Expires 9/30/2020

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

East Lansing - 3048 E Lake Lansing Rd • (517) 333-9212
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 12pm to 1am

Holt • 2040 Aurelius Rd #13 • (517) 699-3670
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

Okemos • 1937 W Grand River Ave • (517)-347-0443
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

3 LOCATIONS

Fresh food
Family fun!

PICK UP
AVAILABLE!

Call 
11AM-8PM 

to place your 
order!
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Classified Rates
Rates start at $24 for 4 lines.

Each additional line is $6.
EXTRAS. Boldface Type: $7 per line

HEADLINE: $11 per line 
Border: $11

LOGO: Space needed
Contract rates available, all rates net. Classified ads also 

appear online at no extra charge. Deadline for classifieds is 

5 p.m. Monday for the upcoming Wednesday’s issue. You can 

also submit your classified ad to Suzi Smith at 517-999-6704 

or at suzi@lansingcitypulse.com.

Commercial & 
Residential

Fully Insured

Call Joan at:
(517) 881-2204

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulseBLAINE TRASH REMOVAL
Residential l Commercial lYardwork

Call Jay (517) 980-0468

DHI would like to welcome new members to our 
team. We are hiring multiple position, full and part-
time. We are open to varying career and experience 
levels. If you are looking to broaden your trade work-
ing with a group of exceptional Physicians, we would 
like to hear from you.  You can view and apply for 
our open positions at the following careerpages: 
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Michigan-Gastroenter-
ology-Institute , https://www.ziprecruiter.com/c/Mich-
igan-Gastroenterology-Institute/Jobs?hiring_com-
pany=c45736ac,  https://msu.joinhandshake.com/
employers/371102 and LCC Career page, search 
Michigan Gastroenterology Institute.  Apply today. 
Let’s be partners in success! 

Information Technologist III
The Michigan State University seeks qualified candi-
dates for the following full-time position: 
Information Technologist III (Lansing, MI). Software 
installation, configuration, tuning, monitoring, main-
tenance; ensure availability, performance; analyze/
communicate technical issues, including infrastruc-
ture, config, system testing. Qualified candidates 
will possess Bachelor’s Degree in Electrical Eng, 
Computer Sci, Information Sys or related + 5 years’ 
exp in any related IT position. Must have 5 years’ exp 
with IBM Cognos BI, Cognos Analytics, Enterprise 
Planning and Information Server Installation, configu-
ration, tuning, patching, upgrading, and troubleshoot-
ing. Must have exp with linux operating systems, net-
working, Oracle, Microsoft SQL servers databases. 
To apply for this posting, please go to 
www.careers.msu.edu and search for posting num-
ber 669443. MSU is committed to achieving excel-
lence through cultural diversity. The university active-
ly encourages applications and/or nominations from 
women, persons of color, veterans and persons with 
disabilities. MSU is an affirmative action, equal op-
portunity employer.

NOW HIRING
Train for a rewarding career and 
safely transport children to and 
from school with Dean!

No experience needed.
Dean provides paid CDL training for 
new bus drivers.

Dean offers a competitive benefits 
package including health insurance, 401k, 
paid time off, flexible scheduling and 
advancement opportunities.

For more information and to apply, 
visit deantransportation.com/jobs.

Paid for by Carol Koenig for Justice
690 N. Hagadorn Rd., East Lansing, MI 48823

VOTE CAROL KOENIG
FOR CIRCUIT COURT

The only candidate in this race rated 
“very positive’’ by Lansing Association 

for Human Rights (LAHR-PAC)
The only candidate endorsed by: Michigan Assoc. for 
Justice, Plumbers and Pipefitters #333, and MI Regional 
Council of Carpenters and Millwrights, and the Greater 
Lansing Labor Council AFL-CIO.

We need to ensure that the promise of “equal justice for 
all” is fulfilled and that every person has access to justice. 
Carol Koenig has worked for justice for years as:

- President of the Lansing Branch ACLU
- Commissioner Cooley Law School Innocence Project

- Chair of Community Mental Health of Ingham/
                            Eaton/Clinton Counties 

Equality, Honesty, Integrity, Fairness
- 25 years practicing law from trial courts to the MI Supreme Court
- 10 years as an Ingham County Commissioner
- 15 County Commissioners past/present endorse Carol
- 80 community members and leaders endorse her

-30 different boards and commissions served 
by her leadership

Democrats AND Republicans endorse 
Carol because she has worked across party 
lines to solve problems. 

      Imagine that-Leadership we can agree on. 
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

Best Provisioning Center
Best Bud Tender
Best Place to Work
Best New Business

Best Indica
Best Sativa
Best Edible
Best Concentrate
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